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PusLISHER’S NOTE

We have seen the first part of the sitra writings of the Muni.
This volume of the Collected Works is the second part containing
many other important sitra writings of the Muni.

The major works in this volume are visvamimamsa and
dharmanusasnam. There are sixteen different notes under the
title visvamimamsa which deal with the principles of existence.
The notes under the title dharmanusasnam deal with the nature
of dharma. Devatamimamsa is a text dealing with the all pervad-
ing indivisible Consciousness and Her manifestations. Apart from
these texts, there are other wrtings like tattvanusasanasutrani
dealing with different types of Yoga, vasisthadarsanam and
sarvarthadarsanam dealing with the three kinds of pramanas,
adisastrarthasutram dealing with the philosophy of the Vedic
Rishis, vasisthakamasutram dealing with sexulaity, and
mahavartikam dealing with the authenticity of the Vledas. Though
many of these texts of the Muni are incomplete yet they throw
much light on the subject and guide us to have a clear understand-
ing of our rich tradition.

We pray that Shri K. Natesan, who has dedicated himself for
the compilation and editing of all the works of the Muni, may
have Sri Bhagavan’s Grace and Blessings and will continue to be
the inspiring force towards the publication of all the volumes.

We hope and believe that this volume of The Collected Works
of Ganapati Muni, like the earlier five volumes, will also be equally
useful and inspiring for the spiritual aspirants.

Sri Ramanasramam Sri V.S. Ramanan
Thiruvannamalai
15. 05. 2006
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vande sriramanarseracaryasya padabjam

yo me’darsayadisam bhantam dhvantamatitya.

| bow down at the Lotus-Feet of Sage Sri Ramana, the great
Teacher, who has shown me the Self-effulgent Supreme Lord
beyond nescience.

SMgRAS a= HAAHINCH HiaT |

T TR 9 AT T

onkaravadanam vandyam kavinamadimarm kavim

vande ganapatim devam naravesadharam gurum.

| bow to the adorable God Ganapati, Pranava-faced, the origi-
nal Poet of poets, the Guru in human disguise.

Fateraa At forefd: TeeggEa
gy 7o afagma |

w=1: fisera wefied): sdeedad
HTeN: THUST AT ead HEfaee 78 1|

vedairbodhavate giram vilasitaih sammodamudravate
dhirairbharatasuribhirbalavate purvaih pratisthavate
mantraih mitravate maharsicaranaih acaryalakshmivate
kavyaih kanthavate dhiya dhanavate kasmaicidasmai namah.

*The first verse here is by Ganapati Muni and the remaining three are by
Sri Kapali Sastriar.



His wisdom is founded on the Vedas. With scintillating speech
he is poised in Bliss. His strength has its foundation on the
steadfast seers of this sacred land of Bharata. He stands firm
by the realisations of the ancients. The mantras are his close
companions. It is his good fortune to have the Maharshi as
his guru. His voice reverberates with poetry. His intellect is
his wealth. Salutations to him, the Ineffable.

T Qs g1 T ¢ Wonfa A 7 wRoA fag: |
e fost afed = oo forrs & geamaTeRE: 1|

dehena duro’pi hrda na durah prinati yo nah smaranena siddhah
katham nu citram tadidarm ca yasmat virajase tvam hrdayasanasthah.

Though physically not near to us, thou art close to our hearts.
Thy presence is intense by the mere remembrance that makes
us happy. No wonder for thou reignest shining in our hearts.

Bowing down to all my gurus, 1am indeed very happy
that | have been chosen as an instrument to carry out the most
heart-fulfilling work of editing the Sanskrit writings of my beloved
guru, Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni, most affection-
ately known as “Nayana” (as called by Bhagavan Sri Ramana
Mabharshi). | am very certain and also feel strongly that it is only
the Divine grace and power of the Maharshi and Nayana that
have guided me to undertake this work, whatever the outer cir-
cumstances might appear to be. Besides, | amalso clear that it is
the Divine Grace which has prepared me over many long years
for this work. Therefore, with utmost humility, | would like to
write these few lines as an editorial for the Collected Works of
the Muni.

Vasishtha Ganapati Muni was a colossal figure of wis-
dom and tapas, and there is no doubt that he was the most pro-
lific author of spiritual writings in Sanskrit in the 20" century. His
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writings reflected the depth and vastness echoing Vedic spiritual-
ity, encompassing varied topics, like verses of adoration to differ-
ent deities (in various metres), verses depicting the principles of
existence, aphorisms on a vast array of subjects, prose writings
such as commentaries, on #yurveda, on astrology and even in the
form of novel. However, most of his writings have not yet been
published. The Muni, a genuine spiritual seeker who attained to
great heights and depths of spiritual realisation and wrote exten-
sively on various topics, was never concerned in the matter of the
preservation and publication of his writings. Those close to the
Muni knew that he would simply hand over many of his writings
to his disciples and would not ask for the same again, and in the
process many were slost. Nevertheless, the writings of the Muni
were an outpouring of his tapas, the soul’s seeking for the Eter-
nal. Therefore, these are not only of great spiritual value but also
immensely important from a socio-cultural viewpoint, and need to
be preserved for ages to come.

| came to the lotus-feet of Sri Ramana Maharshi in the
year 1922 through my first Sanskrit teacher, Sri Vasudeva Sastry.
I met Ganapati Muni for the first time in 1926. Muni’s son, Sri
Mahadeva Sastry, was my Sanskrit teacher in the Municipal High
School where I studied. The Muni used to come to the school
and speak to us at length on various topics (under the auspices of
the Sanskrit Association). It was at this time that the Muni initi-
ated me into certain mantras. Out of my simplicity, once | asked
him as to how to master the Sanskrit language. His reply was
immediate, direct and simple. He advised me to read and write all
his works again and again, leaving the rest to the Grace. His
advice became a mantra, which has primarily governed the rest
of my life till date. I started collecting all his works and have been
reading and writing them again and again. Although these efforts
eventually took me over completely, | feel it was really the grace
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of Bhagavan Ramana which worked within me. Soon | began this
noble work. Bhagavan noticed it with a watchful eye. He would
sometimes ask me if | had a specific writing. He would often ask
for my notes, see them and even make copies in different lan-
guages. | consider myself blessed, as there were occasions when
Bhagavan Ramana himself would write some of the verses of the
Muni (which I did not have in my collections) in my note-book in
his own hand-writing. (The facsimile of a few of these are pub-
lished at the end of the editorial for the delight of the readers.)

Most of my collections of the Muni’s writings have come
from the late Sri D.S. Viswamitra of Sirsi in North Karnataka,
who had collected these from Sri Mahadeva Sastry, son of the
Muni. I had made several trips to Sirsi, enjoyed the most gratify-
ing hospitality of this family for months, when | used to sit and
copy the works. 1 was also happy that I could provide some of
the originals and other works of the Muni which Sri Viswamitra
did not possess. I have also collected many other writings of the
Muni from some of his disciples like T.K. Sundaresa lyer,
Viswanatha Swamy, Raju Sastry, Vasudeva Sastry, Appu Sastry
and Pasupathy Sastry. As mentioned earlier, some of the writings
I received from the gracious hands of my beloved guru Sri Ramana
Maharshi himself.

In my effort towards editing these writings of the Muni, |
have taken a simple approach. | have classified these into differ-
ent volumes such as adoration, aphorisms, commentaries, etc. The
arrangement of these writings in a particular order, appearing ina
specific volume, follows either the nature of the work or its aca-
demic importance. The arrangement does not reflect chronology
as the dates of many writings are not available.

One could write volumes on the Muni’s style and diction.
My aim here is not to attempt anything on this point. The Muni,
being an asravadhani, could write simultaneously on many topics
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during a given period of time. Depending upon his inspiration,
before completing one work, he would start another. He would
sometimes revise and rewrite the same topic several times. For
the sake of the totality of presentation, | have included several of
these incomplete and revised versions, since | did not want to
choose one from the other. But in the case of the Muni’s mag-
num opus, umasahasram, which was revised seven times, only
the final version has been given in the first volume of this Col-
lected Works.

| understand the need for an English translation of all that
is compiled here, which most readers look forward to. But for the
time being, | have decided to compile the Collected Works of the
Muni concentrating on the original Sanskrit texts (of which this is
the sixth voulme). (The origianl Sanskrit texts of the first four vol-
umes are compiled and printed both in Devanagari and Roman
scripts.) However, | feel that the translation of the work will take
its own time, as it is well understood that the translation of any
spiritual writing is not an easy task.

Dr. Sampadananda Mishra of the Sri Aurobindo Society,
Pondicherry, a promising Sanskrit scholar in his own right, has
helped me in editing and organising these Collected Works. Itis
my great pleasure to say that Dr. Mishra has been devoting a
considrable amount of time with great responsibility of editing the
Collected Works of the Muni. He has not only prepared the Shloka
Indices for the first, second, third and fourth volumes but also has
taken the responsibility of checking the correctness of the San-
skrit texts for all the volumes and preparing the Roman translitera-
tion for the first four volumes. | have immense pleasure in having
Dr. Sampadananda Mishra as the Associate Editor of the Col-
lected Works of the Muni.

The first part of the of all the sitra writings the Muni is
published in the fifth volume where thirty different topics dealing
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with awide range topics like Tantra, cosmology, the Smriti tradi-
tion, costitution of India etc. are compiled. The present volume is
the second part of the sitragranthamala. 1t contains Muni’s de-
liberations on several topics like cosmology, Vedic epiphany, Yoga,
philoosphy of life, rituals, smriti traditions, pramanas, sexology
etc. The texts put under the titles of visvamimamsa and
dharmanusasanam are a series of writings written in different
periods of time. When one looks at these notes one finds a good
number of repetitions. We have not made any attempt to edit these
in order to avoid repetitons because our purspose is not really to
edit critically the works of the Muni but to preserve them as accu-
rately as they are available to us. All these texts of the Muni have
not come much to the limelight. We feel that along with a wider
publicity, there is a need to have deeper and wider academic de-
liberations on these valuable topics. A comprehensive understand-
ing of these texts will be much beneficial to the entire mankind.

The Introduction to the Contents of Volume Six has
short notes on each title appearing in this volume.

I sincerely pray for the grace of Bhagavan Sri Ramana
Mabharshi and Ganapati Muni, so that the work is completed with
perfection and intime. Itiswith a great sense of humility and love
that | dedicate this editorial work to Sri Ramana Maharshi and
Ganapati Muni, my gurus, and to Sri M. P. Pandit of Sri Aurobindo
Ashram, Pondicherry, who always appreciated my efforts in pre-
serving the guru’s writings.

Sri Ramanasramam K. Natesan
Thiruvannamalai
15.05.2006

vii



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The sacred work of editing and publishing the Collected
Works of Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni would not have been pos-
sible without the Grace of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi and
Nayana. | have also felt the Grace and blessings of Sri Aurobindo
and The Mother in taking up this work. Inwardly, | have been
constantly guided by the Grace of these great spiritual personali-
ties. | have also received concrete help from Sri Kapali Sastriar
and Sri M.P. Pandit. My heart melts with gratitude to these great
souls, who have been my constant guiding spirit.

Divine help works through human instruments. Many noble
people, friends and others have been a source of constant en-
couragement and | have drunk the spirit of courage and enthusi-
asm offered by them. Among these include Sri V. S. Ramanan,
President, Board of Trustees, Sri Ramanasramam,
Thiruvannamalai; Sri Vamadeva Shastri (David Frawley), Direc-
tor, American Institute of Vedic Studies, U.S.A.; Dennis Hartel,
Sri Arunachala Ashram, U.S.A.; Sri S. Shankara Narayanan, a
well-known disciple of Sri Kapali Sastriar; Sri Alan Jacobs and
his wife, Jane Adams of Sri Ramana Foundation, London; Sri
J.G.K. Murthy, Chennai; Sri A. R. Natarajan, Sri Ramana
Maharshi Center for Learning, Bangalore; Sri J. Jayaraman, Sri
Ramanasramam and the late Sri G.L. Kantham, Guntur.

This work would not have been possible but for the
caringand loving touch of Sri D.S. Viswamitraand his wife, Srimati
Kamakshi, daughter, Srimati Indrani, and sons, Sri Divaspati and
Sri Brahmanaspati of Sirsi (North Karnataka). | can only say that
it has been possible to bring out the Collected Works of the Muni
only because of this family, who, as trustees have preserved these
for posterity. 1am grateful to the entire family for their loving support.



All the photographs of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi
and Ganapati Muni are, copyright of Sri Ramanasramam,
Thiruvannamalai. I am grateful to Sri V. S. Ramanan, President,
Board of Trustees, for allowing me to print the photographs in this
Collected Works. Sri A. R. Natarajan, Bangalore, and Dennis
Hartel, U.S.A. have also helped me in getting some photographs.
| thank them for their support. Madam Jane Adams is the artist
who has drawn the beautiful pencil sketches of the Muni. Iam
thankful to her and Alan Jacobs of Sri Ramana Foundation, Lon-
don, for permitting me to publish these in the Collected Works.

The publication of the book from handwritten manuscripts
through the use of computer was a new experience for me. Typing,
proof readings, page formatting, planning the entire layout were pos-
sible due to the sincere efforts of Dr. Sampadananda Mishra and
his wife, Prashanti. | cannot imagine publishing the Collected
Works without their help. I sincerely feel that they were specially
chosen and brought into contact with me by the unseen hands of
Grace for the completion of this work. Dr. Sampadananda Mishra
isa budding Sanskrit scholar in his own right and he has helped me
immensely in organising and editing the Collected Works. | am,
indeed, very happy to have him as the Associate Editor of the Col-
lected Works of the Muni. | am very grateful to him and his wife for
all their help and support. I bless and wish them all the very best.

I am grateful to Mr. Rand Hicks of Integral Knowledge
Study Centre, Pensacola, and Mr. Dennis Hartel of Arunachala
Ashrama, New York, USA, for their helpful suggestions.

| am greatful to all the well-wishers who have contributed
immensly to the Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni Project,
Pondicherry. I am indebted to all of them for their support and
encouragement. Sri Vamadeva Sastri (Dr. David Frawley), Di-
rector, American Institute of Vedic Studies, U.S.A. has not only
been the source of continuous inspiration but his generous contri-
bution has made the publication of the Collected Works pos-

iX



sible. I have no words to thank other than expressing my sincere
feeling of gratitude.

| must express my deep gratitude to the Trustees of Sri
Gitagovinda Pratisthanam, Pondicherry, for their constant support
to us in the undertaking of this project.

Sri Saphal of the All India Press, Pondicherry, has taken
special interest in printing this Volume. | feel indebted to him for
bringing out the book in a beautiful way in a short time.

Finally nothing would have been possible without the help
of my family members. My wife, Smt. Gnanambal, who is not
with me physically at this stage, has done a lot of personal sacri-
fice. She helped me to carry on with the Muni’s work by taking
the family load on herself. She was an ardent devotee of Bhagavan
and Nayana. | can feel her happiness and satisfaction and continual
encouragement from a different plane even now. My childrenand
their families have supported me constantly during this work.

| bow down again to the Grace which made me its instru-
ment in carrying out this work.

Sri Ramanasramam K. Natesan
Thiruvannamalai
15. 05. 2006



KavyakANTHA GANAPATI MuNI

AN INTRODUCTION To His Lire AND WORKS

Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni (1878-1936) be-
longs to the rare race of intellectual and spiritual giants who
crowded into the narrow corridors of the last quarter of 19" and
first four decades of the 20" century to endow life, letters and all
endevours with meaning, purpose and altitude. He was a valiant
soldier in the cause of Truth and Divinity. For communing with the
Divine, certainly he was well-endowed, gifted as he was with mar-
vellous powers of mind, intellect and soul. Even highly learned
people of our time wonder at his indubitable versatile genius, keen-
ness of perception and understanding of our modern problems,
though he had never been to school all his life. His powers of
intellect and intuition had solved and untied many mystic knots.
His wide scholarship and studies in religious lore harmonized in
him all religions and schools of philosophy. He was a master of
metaphysics and his gift transported him into regions whence he
could see the entire manifestation. In fact, he belonged to the or-
der of the Rig Vedic seers who were gods among men.

The Muni’s life story is sweet and all-absorbing and has
been beautifully rendered in the famous biography Vasistha
Vaibhavam by his foremost disciple, Sri Kapali Sastriar. Ganapati
Muni was born in Kalavarayi near Bobbili in Andhra Pradesh on
17" November1878. He belonged to a family of Sri Vidya ini-
tiates (in vasistha gotram), which had actually migrated from a
village near Kumbakonam in Tamil Nadu in the late 16" or early
17" century (later the family was well-known as the
“Ayyalasomayajulu” family). His parents, Narasimha Sastry and
Narasamamba, had three sons, Ganapati being the middle one.



Nearly a year before his birth, on the holy day of rathasaptam,
his mother had been to the famous surya (Sun) temple at Arasavalli
(near Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh) to offer her prayers and
worship. She stayed overnight in the temple after the traditional
worship to the Lord. In the next early morning she had adream in
which a beautiful woman with golden divine radiance emerged
from the corridors of the temple, approached her with a shining
pot of fire and giving it in her hands vanished. To her utter aston-
ishment, the moment the fire pitcher came into contact with her, it
entered her womb and assumed the form of a child. Soon after
her return to home from Arasavalli, she showed signs of preg-
nancy. She believed that her child was a divine gift of God agni
(fire). While she was waiting to deliver the child, her husband,
Narasimha Sastry, had gone to the holy city of Kashi (Benares in
Uttar Pradesh) in November 1878, where he also had a unique
experience. When he was performing tapas in the zhuzdi-
gaszzapati temple (near Visweswara Ghat) he had the vision of a
little child emanating from the Deity and coming near him. After
these wonderful experiences by both parents, Ganapati was born
in the parental home of his mother on 17" November 1878. The
father appropriately named his second son Ganapati, rooted in his
conviction that the child was an emanation of God Ganapati him-
self. It may be noted that the Vedic deity agni (Fire) is none other
than ganapati described in the puranas and worshipped in the
tantras. Ganapati himself was conscious of his divinity. He has
expressed this in his most famous poem Umasahasram and has
said that he was born as an amsa (portion) of God Ganapati. He
has also expressed his conviction about the identity between him
and God Ganapati, the guiding spirit of his corporeal existence, in
his work Herambopasthanam (Glory of Ganapati).

Ganapati was educated entirely at home. His father,
Narasimha Sastry, like his ancestors, was an expert and well-
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versed in mantra sastra, astrology and zyurveda. With this tra-
ditional family background, proficiency in these subjects came
naturally to Ganapati. When he was only 10 years old, he was
able to prepare the paficangam (almanac). He finished studying
the classical Sanskrit poems and then devoted himself to the study
of grammar and poetics. At the same time he delved deep into the
writings of Wasa and Valmiki. Again and again he read the
Mahabharata. His horizon widened and his intellect mellowed with
an ever-deepening perception. Like the ancient Rishis, Ganapati
wanted to experience immense strength and power by the prac-
tice of tapasya through mantra japa and meditation. Although
married at an early age to Srimati Vishalakshi, he started visiting
one sacred place after another for his tapas when he was 18
years old. He used to stay in one place for a few days or even
months. In one such visit to Bhubaneswar (in Orissa, where the
famous “Lingaraj” temple of Lord Siva is located), during his
tapas, Ganapati had a vision, in which Goddess lalitzmbika
(bhubanesvar;) appeared before him, offering divine nectar. As
Ganapati tasted this heavenly nectar, the Goddess watched him
with a sweet smile, full of grace. From then onwards, the sweet-
ness of the nectar became an integral part of him. After this inci-
dent, Ganapati’s intellect developed a rare sharpness and he at-
tained complete mastery over poetry. Indeed, the literary work
composed after this incident is endowed with a distinct sweetness
and grace.

When Ganapati was staying in Kashi, he came to know
that an assembly of scholars (harisabha) would be held in the
famous city of Nabadwipa in Bengal. On the advice of his friends
he got a letter of introduction and went to Nabadwipa. There he
excelled inall the difficult tests that he was put to with an effortless
ease that stunned his examiners, who unanimously conferred the
title kavyakanrha (one who has poetry in his throat — voice of
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poetry) on him forthwith. He was only 22 years old then (details
are in Volume 11).

Ganapati repaired to the south of the country in his 25"
year. From Kanchipuram he came to Arunachala (Thiruvannamalai)
in 1903 to perform tapas. He visited twice Sri Brahmana Swamy
(who was later named as Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi by
Kavyakantha himself) before he accepted a teacher’s job at \ellore
in 1904. Later in 1907, he resigned his job at Vellore and returned
to Arunachala. It was at this stage that he sought and gained the
grace of Sri Brahmana Swamy (Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi).
An intellectual and spiritual giant who had high achievements to
his credit and a host of followers as well, Kavyakantha still felt
that his life’s purpose was not fulfilled. He remembered Brahmana
Swamy whom he had met earlier and approached him for his grace
and gain inner realization, peace and true import of tapas that he
still lacked. On 18.11.1907 Kavyakantha approached Brahmana
Swamy, who was staying in the Virupaksha cave, and prostrating
himself at his feet said in a trembling voice: “All that has to be
read | have read, even Vedanta Sastra | have fully under-
stood. | have performed japa and puja to my heart’s con-
tent. Yet | have not up to this time understood what tapas
is. Hence have | sought refuge at thy feet, pray enlighten
me about the nature of tapas.” For quite sometime Brahmana
Swamy gazed silently at Kavyakantha. He broke his 11 years of
long silence and spoke gently, “If one watches where his no-
tion of “I” springs, the mind will be absorbed into that.
That is tapas. If a mantra is repeated and attention is di-
rected to the source where the mantra sound is produced,
the mind will be absorbed in that. That is tapas.” The scholar-
poet was filled with joy to have found his guru, and announced
that the upadesa (teaching) was original, and that Brahmana
Swamy was indeed a maharshi and should be called so thereaf-
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ter. He gave the full name Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi to
Brahmana Swamy, whose original name was \Venkataraman. Thus,
the meeting was of profound significance not only for Kavyakantha
but also for the world at large, which could learn from such a high
authority about the real stature of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi,
the Silent Sage of Arunachala. Following this momentous meet-
ing, Ganapati composed his great devotional poem,
Umasahasram, a thousand verses in praise of Uma, the Divine
Mother, as a part of his tapas in gratitude to the great Goddess
for having given him the Maharshi as his Guru (Master). This work
is the magnum opus of Sri Vasishtha Ganapati Muni.

The Muni had the unique experience of kapalabheda. In
the summer of 1922 at the Mango cave of the Arunachala hills,
the Muni had several yogic experiences, arising from deeper parts
of his being and invading his physical consciousness (resulting in
great physical pain). During this, he visited his Master and told
him of his inner and physical experience. His most compassionate
Master, Sri Maharshi, comforted him by placing his lotus hands
on his head. On the very night, he had the experience of the culmi-
nation of kundalinz sadhang, resulting in the most unique experi-
ence of kapalabheda. His cranium was broken into two parts; a
distinct sound caused by the breaking arose from the passage,
which joins the two holes of the ears. A line of smoke going out of
the head was perceived there. The Muni later spoke to his dis-
ciples about this yogic experience and that this has been men-
tioned in the sixth chapter of the taittiriyopanisad, quoting
vyapohya sirsakapale bhirityagnau prati tiszhati (“having sepa-
rated the two parts of the cranium, he stands established in Fire as
Bhizh, the earth element”) and mentioned several great effects of
the power of yoga experienced at this time with their secrets. It is
usually believed that the physical effects of this great experience
are such that the body cannot sustain long following this event.
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However, in his case, with the strength of his own tapasyzand
the Grace of his most compassionate Master, he lived for fourteen
long years (although he had to observe certain physical restric-
tions, such as that he could not shave his head nor could put his
bare feet on the ground) after this experience. This event speaks
volumes on the extraordinary nature of his tapasya and the fact
that he was perhaps the greatest Master of tantra born on this
earth. In fact, the final revision of his magnum opus Uma-
sahasram after this experience, remains, testimony not only to his
supreme mastery over the tantras but also his ability to find the
reconciliation and concordance between the Vedic, Upanishadic
and the Tantric schools of thoughts. The kapzlabheda experi-
ence also reconfirms the conviction that he was the direct axisa
(portion) of the Vedic deity agni (who resides as the power of
kundalinz in the muladhara of human beings).

The poet seer Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni met
Sri Aurobindo on 15" August 1928. He stayed at the Sri Aurobindo
Ashram for about a fortnight. During this stay at the Ashram, the
Muni meditated with The Mother a few times. After one such
meditation, The Mother expressed that the Muni was a real yogi
who could plunge into great depths the moment he started medi-
tation and that she had not so far found any person abiding in Her
spiritual consciousness as Ganapati Muni did. Further, at the in-
stance of Sri Kapali and Sri S. Doriswamy lyer, the Muni trans-
lated some portions of Sri Aurobindo’s The Mother
(matrtattvaprakasika) in chaste Sanskrit verses with some notes.
On reading the Muni’s translation, Sri Aurobindo seems to have
very generously observed, “It far excels the original.” Itis also
worth mentioning that the Muni presented to Sri Aurobindo the
last and final version of his Umasaharam (written in his own hand-
writing after his experience of kapalabeheda) with specific notes
on each chapter before his meeting in 1928.
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It is more than six decades since the great Kavyakantha
Ganapati Muni passed away in 1936. He was a great tapasv:,
whose one aim in life was the restoration of Bharata Mata (Mother
India) to her ancient greatness. Unlike others who aim at libera-
tion for themselves, this great soul believed that he must obtain the
grace of God not for himself but for the nation and through it for
the betterment of the world. Towards that consummation he had
done penance since his early years and this, too, very rigorously
during the last years of his life.

The Vedic seers were by no means recluses from the af-
fairs of the world. In fact, these Vedic seers made themselves the
superior vehicle through which the divine forces of heaven played
for the welfare of humanity. To become one such perfect instru-
ment in the hands of the Maha Shakti was the goal towards which
Ganapati worked and dedicated his entire life. Although the Muni
was a giant personality, he was very humble in his day-to-day life.
This can be proved by two incidents in his divine life. The Muni
and his beloved disciple, Daivarata, did tapas in Padaivedu near
\ellore inthe year 1917. As a result of the tapas, certain Mantras
were revealed to his disciple Daivarata. Ganapati Muni, the guru,
recorded the Mantras as they came down from the lips of Daivarata,
his disciple. He even wrote a commentary on the Mantras, as
Sankara did for his disciple, Hastamalaka. There is yet another
incident to which | would like to draw the attention of the readers.
The Muni was verily a fountain of love and affection for his pupils
and followers far and near. This did not deter the guru and sisya
from having a difference of opinion at times. The Muni blessed Sri
Kapali Sastriar and permitted him to follow Sri Aurobindo.

Ascholar poet, Sri Vasishta Ganapati Muni has many spiri-
tual and other writings in Sanskrit to his credit. Umasahasram,
giamala, ramazagia, ramazacatvarizsat and saddarsanam
are a few titles well-known among his disciples and others. But
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very little is known about his other numerous Sanskrit writings,
covering awide variety of topics: praises and prayers to various
deities (stotras), poetic compositions (kavyas), philosophy
(darsana), logic (nyayasastra), medical science (ayurveda),
astrology and astronomy (jyotisasastra), commentaries (bhasya),
novel (akhyayika), letters (patrani) and other research works.
His versatility can also be judged from his writings samrajya-
nibandhanam (a proposed constitution for India) and
lalibhasopadesa (a new language for the Indian people). He was
spontaneous in composing all these either in verse form (slokas)
or in the form of aphorisms (sitras) or prose form (gadya). Nev-
ertheless, all these were the result of his tapas, an outpouring of
his soul in seeking or gratitude to the Divine.

Of his stotrakavyas, umgsahasram, indrazisaptasati,
pracndacandtrisatzand giamalz are meant for those longing
for agreat spiritual realisation. The indrasahashranama isacom-
position of thousand names of indra culled from the Rigveda,
which are strung into a garland of one hundred and eight verses.
The ramazacatvarizsat (40 verses in praise of Bhagavan
Sri Ramana Maharshi) is chanted daily both at the Sri Ramana
Ashramam and in innumerable homes of the devotees of
Sri Ramana Maharshi. The Muni had an unique ability of render-
ing philosophical thoughts in the form of poetry (slokas), and his
writings visvamimamsa, ramanagita, saddarsanam and
tattvaghantasatakam remain in testimony to this. Ramanagita
is in the form of recordings of questions put forth by disciples and
the answers given by the Maharshi and is one of the most cher-
ished writings of the Muni. His saddarsanam is the Sanskrit ren-
dering of Sri Maharshi’s Tamil writing, ulladu narpadu (Forty
\erses on Reality) on which his beloved and learned disciple,
Sri T.V. Kapali Sastriar, has written a faithful commentary in
Sanskrit. This reflects the spirit of Sri Maharshi’s original teachings.
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Of his vast and variety of szira writings, it would be diffi-
cult to single out any one as more meritorious than the others.
Dasamahavidyasutram (the ten cosmic powers of the Divine
Mother as described in the tantras) is an outstanding composi-
tion, in which the Muni has described the ten cosmic aspects of
the Divine Mother and their significance. Here he has also brought
out the association of these ten cosmic aspects of the Mother
described in the Tantra with the corresponding Vedic deities.
Thereby, not only he has been able to bring forth a link between
the Vedas, Upanishads and Tantras, but also has been successful
in dispelling several wrong conceptions on the significance of these
deities. These compositions reflect Muni’s great powers of Yogic
perception. The way in which he has expounded the different dei-
ties such as kalr, tara, sundarz, bhuvanesvari, pracandacand,
etc., and correlates them to the Vedantic concepts has once for all
removed all antagonisms and has bridged the so-called gulf be-
tween the Vedantic and Tantric schools of philosophy. Rajayoga-
sarasutrais a short and concise exposition of the Upanishadic
methods of the inner quest. Caturvyuhasutra is a revelation of
the cosmic divinities wherein he has expounded the four important
emanations of the Vedic deity Indra (akasa, kala, vidyut and
surya). Jaiminzyatarkavartikam is his own interpretation of the
siiras of Jaimini, where he has advocated that the Vedas are in-
deed pauruseyam (of human origin). Further, in this he has given
his own interpretation of the manza»saphilosophy, placing iton a
higher pedestal in relation to Vedanta. His sabdapramaacarca
also discusses the origin of Vedas. Paficajanacarca and
vivahadharmasutram are related to social aspects. In the former
one the practice of “untouchability” is condemned with the au-
thority of sastras. In the latter he deals with marriage as a sacra-
ment. His other sutra writings also include cikitsanusasanam
(ayurveda) and ganaka-kanthabharanam (astronomy) as well
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as samrajya-nibhandhanam (a proposed constitution for India).

The prose writings of Vasishtha Ganapati Muni too are
extensive and these include: commentaries on several texts including
Vedas and Upanishads; study on the different characters of the
great epic poem Mahabharata; letters to Sri Ramana Mabharshi,
The Mother of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, and others.

His commentaries on Rigvedic mantras and the zsopanisad,
though brief, are revealing and illumining. The Muni has given his
own original spiritual interpretation of the mantras, and he was
highly critical of the ritualistic interpretation of Rigvedic mantras
by Sayana. His commentary on the isopanisad is original and is in
the light of the teachings of Sri Ramana Maharshi. His bharata-
caritramimamsa is unique as it establishes a link between some
of the important characters of the mahabharata and those men-
tioned in the Vedic texts. ramanagita, saddarsana and the com-
mentary on the upadesasaram (thirty verses written by Sri Ramana
Maharshi in Sanskrit), are most popular writings of the Muni
which reveal the greatness of the teachings of Sri Ramana
Maharshi.

His novel, pirna, in Sanskerit, though unfinished, is unique
inmany ways. The style and diction that the Muni used here make
itan unparalleled novel of his time. It not only depicts the ability of
the Muni to write beautifully and spontaneously in Sanskrit prose,
but it also records his power of expressing the feelings of the heart
and not just the logic of the mind.

In the letters of the Muni to Sri Maharshi and The Mother
of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, one can find the art of letter-writing
in Sanskrit. Through these letters he was able to express lucidly
his deepest aspirations, concepts and thoughts.

However, it is difficult to summarise the thoughts, percep-
tions and literary ability of the Muni. The Muni, indeed, was a
versatile genius and can be compared with Kalidasa and Shankara
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in poetic renderings, with \asa in sutra writings and with Patanjali,
Shabara and Shankara in writing commentaries. The writings of
the Muni are not just some products of literary activities but are
the records of his unique Yogic experiences and subtle visions and
will be a guiding spiritand lamp for the centuries to come.

Sri Ramanasramam K. Natesan
Thiruvannamalai
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INTRODUCTION TO THE
CoNTENTS oF VOLUME Six

This volume is the second part of the siutragranthamala
of the Collected Works of the Muni. It contains thirty-three dif-
ferent topics having more than three thousand thirty-four sitras.
These topics include Cosmology, Vedic epiphany, Yoga, Rituals,
Smriti tradition, pramanas, Philosophy of life, Sexology etc. Here
we provide short notes on each topic appearing in this volume.

The volume begins with a series of writings on Vedic in-
terpretations, cosmology and many other philosophical issues un-
der the title visvamimarmsa. Sixteen different notes under the same
title are compiled here. Invisvamimamsa one and two The Muni
explains about his style of writing, the technicalities that he has
adopted, the principles he has followed in preparing the text of
visvamimamsa. A knowledge of these is essential for a proper
understanding of the text. The first one is an earlier note and is
incomplete. But the second one is a later note and complete.

In the third one the Muni starts discussing about the
vedapramanyam. Here he explains in detail about the Mantra,
Rishis, Brahmanas, Upanishads and many other subtle issues re-
lated to the Vedic texts. It also throws much light on the
pauruseyatva and apauruseyatva of the Vedas. Finally the Muni
says that the five samihatas (Rig, Yajus - Krishna and Shukla,
Sama and Atharva) and eleven principal Upanishads have to be
accepted as pramanagranthas or authoritative texts. In the sec-
ond chapter of this text the Muni discusses about the issues re-
lated to Vedic sentences, their import, structural pattern and beauty.
Here the Muni also discusses about the poetic beauty of the
Vedavakyas.



The first chapter of the fourth part of visvamimamsa deals
once again with vedapramanacarca. The second chapter dis-
cusses about the ways and the principles followed to prove the
authoritaiveness of the Vedic sentences. The third chapter deals
with the authoritativeness of the smrti scriptures. All that helps in
the fulfillment of the \Vedic rites is accepted here as the smri scrip-
tures.

The fifth part of visvamimamsa deals with prana,
aharikara, rtam, cit, and their relationship with the process of
creation. It deals with the Creation, its begininglessness and all
that is within it. The growth, development, dissolution also forma
part of the discussion made in this section. The last section of this
part deals elaborately with kala or the Time Spirit.

The sixth part deals with akasa or space, and sabda or
sound which is the property of akasa.

The seventh part is entirely dedicated for the discussion
of the principles of Creation.

In the eighth part the Muni deals with the Word or Sound.

The ninth part has two quarters. In both the quarters the
Muni discusses about the nature of this universe and explains in
detail all that is related to the manifestation of this universe.

From tenth to thirteenth parts the Muni discusses about
the Word, Sound and Letter in relation to the principles of Cre-
ation.

The fourteenth part again deals with the authoritativeness
of the sruti and smrti.

The fifteenth and the sixteenth parts deal with the deal
with all the principles of the creation of this universe.

The szras presented here under the title visvamimamsa
are of prime importance in order to understand the principles and
processes of this creation. The ideas presented here are there in
the ancient scriptures but one can appreciate the way Vasishtha
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Ganapati Muni has presented them in these sitras. Most of these
notes on visvamimamsa are incomplete. And also there are many
repetitions in these notes but in our attempt of compiling we have
not edited them simply because our purpose is to preserve all that
has been written by the Muni.

Tattvanusasanam is a text written by the Muni when he
visited Sri Aurobindo Ashram in 1928. It was written on the re-
quest of adisciple desirous of knowing the difference between
many Yogas. The Muni had prepared this text in eight parts ex-
plaining many different Yogas. Unfortunately the first six parts are
not available. So what is given here forms parts seven and eight.
In the part seven the Muni explains about the nature of seven
types of Yogas — karmayoga, mantrayoga, harhayoga,
rajayoga, jianayoga, prapattiyoga and amrtayoga. In the
eighth part he provides the explanation of the many vidyas of the
Upanishads and their nature. A small text, indeed, but the concept
IS voluminous.

Dharmanusasanam, like visvamimamsa is another se-
ries of writings where the Muni deals with many deeper aspects of
dharma— its many definitions, nature, functions, qualities, inner
and outer forms etc. There are nine different notes on this topic.
So here we have arranged them in nine different parts.

The first part of dharmanusasanam begins with a defi-
nition of dharma, the right law of the inner being. Punya or virtue
is described here as the basis of dharma. Punya, according to the
Muni is not the moral virtue but clinging to the Truth and to be
detached from that which is not true. After this the Muni proceeds
to justify the name dharmanusasanam given to this series of
writings. This part predominantly discusses about the three
pramanas — pratyaksa or direct perception, anumana or infer-
ence and sabda or the words of the scriptures. Here while dis-
cussing about the nature of the sabda or word, the Muni mentions
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about the opinions of the Tarkikas and the Mimamsakas, and
refutes their views on the nature of sabda and establishes his own
view. According to the Muni sabda is a power of light. After the
discussion on sabda the Muni deals with artha or sense.

In the second part of dharmanusasanam the Muni dis-
cusses about the dharma and its laksara and then continues to
discuss about the authoritativeness of the Vedas. First, the Muni
speaks about the opinion of the Mimamsakas on the subject and
then deals extensively with the many aspects related to the topic
under discussion by refuting the views of the Mimamsakas and
establishing his own. There are four chapters and three hundred
twenty-eight sutras in this note.

The first chapter of the third part of dharmanusasanam
deals with the nature of the dharma and purnya. The second chap-
ter discusses about the paramapurusartha or the ultimate goal
of the man. Here the Muni first gives the views of other Rishis and
then tells us at the end that it is amstatvam or immortality that is
the ultimate goal to be achieved. The third deals with the relation-
ship between dharma and amrtatvam. In the fourth chapter the
Muni gives stress on the real knowledge of everything. He strongly
follows the words of the Gita and says that anything that is done
without knowing the tattva of that has less effect or no effect.

The fourth part of the dharmanusasanam begins with
the dharmalaksana or the nature and definition of dnarma. Here
the Muni defines dharma in a very different way while saying that
dharma is “celestial refinement brought into the body, mind and
life”. kaya-prana-manasam alaukika samskarah dharmah. (Else-
where the Muni explains the word samskara as atmajfianam or
self-knowledge or self-awareness.) After this the Muni explains in
detail the dharma of the body, dharma of the life and dharma of
the mind. The wave of light spread through all the nadis is the
dharma of the body. This is what is called kundalini by the
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Tantrikas. Unimaginable energy is the dharma of life or the vital
level of our consciousness. A fixed or decisive memory is the
dharma of the mind. After this the discussion proceeds on how to
have the knowledge of these dharmas at different levels. But the
textis incomplete.

All that is discussed in the fourth part of
dharmanusasanam is again repeated in the fifth part in a differ-
ent language. Here the Muni says that it is brahmavarcasam that
is the dharma of the body. In the fourth part the word
brahmavarcasyam is explained as a golden light flowing through-
out the body. The endurance of all dualities is the dharma of the
vital. A decisive memory is the dharma of the mind. Here the ex-
planation of how to achieve the knowledge of the dharma of the
body is given in a detailed manner. But about the other two dharmas
there is no explanation. With this ends the first chapter of this part.
In the second chapter the Muni discusses about the
paramapurusartha or the ultimate goal to be achieved. But the
text is incomplete.

In the sixth and seventh parts of dharmanusasanam the
Muni takes the views of many others on dharma and shows the
shortcomings of those definitions. Both the texts are incomplete.

The eighth part is also an incomplete text having twenty -
seven sutras where the Muni has taken up the problems related to
the system of caturvarnyam or the fourfold division of the man-
kind.

The ninth or the last part of the dharmanusasanam ex-
clusively deals with caturvarnyam. Here the Muni discusses a lot
about the factors that decide the varna of a vyakti. According to
the Muni it is neither the janma or birth, vrtti or occupation, gura
or virtue, nor the karma or deed that decides the varna of a
vyakti. The Muni gives sufficient evidences to substantiate this state-
ment. In the last five sutras he provides wonderful definitions of
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all the four varnas as well as nisadas. According to him when the
power of integral knowledge shines in the self then the vyakti
attains to Brahminhood. And if it is the power of integral strength
then he attains to Kshatrahood. To get the knowledge and strength
when one enters into tapas then he is known as Vit or Vaishya.
When the vaykti helplessly surrenders himself at the feet of the
Divine he is called Shudra. The one who considers this samsara
or the material world as the supreme and gets completely en-
grossed there is known as nisada.

There are two notes available under the title of
devatamimamsa. Here we have put them as devatamimamsa
one and two. The part one begins with the discussion on the divi-
sion of the entire creation into two —one is the world here and the
other is the residual above or the supreme abode , the
paramandala. Then the discussion proceeds on many other as-
pects related to the principles of existence. At one point of dis-
cussion the Muni says that it is the Consciousness which is the
integral divinity residing inall. She, the cit, is the Supreme Divinity.
All other gods and beings are Her manifestations. She is called
Aditi, the indivisible one. The nature of this integral divinity is dealt
with in detail in the following sutras of this part.

The second part of the devatamimamsa the Muni deals
with the vedapramana where he discusses about the word, sense,
and their relationship, the Mantra, the Rishi, the apauruseyatva
of the Vedas etc. There are fifty-eight sutras in this incomplete
text.

Invasishadarsanam the Muni deals with the three kinds
of pramanas — pratyaksa or direct perception, anumana or in-
ference, and aptavakya or the words of the Rishis. The text is
incomplete.

Sarvarthadarsanam is an incomplete text having sev-
enty-seven sutras. Here also the Muni discusses about the three
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pramanas. The text deals more with pratyaksa or the direct per-
ception.

Adisatrarthasiatram has seventeen sutras dealing with
the philosophy of the Vedic Rishis in general and Visvamitra and
Madhuchandas in particular.

Vasishakamasatram in four chapters has ninety sutras.
This text provides a brilliant exposition of true sexuality. In the first
chapter the Muni deals with the fourfold division of the women
and makes a clear note on the acceptance and nonacceptance of
these women. According to the Muni a man should entertain the
woman as per the scriptural prescriptions on this matter. The sec-
ond and third chapters deal with many other aspects of sexuality.
The fourth chapter provides a description of different types of
purushas or men. In this text while giving his own opinion on the
subject the Muni also accepts the opinion of other ancient acaryas
like Shvetaketu and Babhravya.

Mahavartikam deals the apauruseyatva and authen-
ticity of the Veedas. There are ninety-four sutras and the text is
incomplete.

Many of these sitra writings of the Muni are incomplete,
yet they reveal the hidden knowledge of our rich tradition and
help us in understanding the worlds within ourselves and the worlds
above, and their relationship. The contribution of the Muni to the
sutra writings of the modern Sanskrit age is immense and will be
remembered for ever.
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