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PusLIsHER’s NOTE

With thiseleventh volumewe cometo an end of dl theorigina
writingsof Vas shthaK avyakantha Gangpati Muni. Thisvolumeis
titled asprak4# 7akamor miscellaneous. It contains|etterswritten
by the Muni to Bhagavan RamanaMaharshi and others; some of
the stray verseswhich the Muni created on different occasions
like during hisvisit to Navadvipaand during his performance of
Aszavadhzna at different placesetc. In sukanydasrasazvada,
the Muni has presented a dialogue between Sukanya and
Ashvinideva. Therearesixty-two versesinthispoemandit was
composed just intwo hours. In pzzAvadhatar s asambhava,
theMuni presentsthe story of thebirth of five sonsof Pandu and
hundred sonsof Dritarashtra. Thispoem hasthirty-three verses
and was composed in one hour. Bh/guvarzsétihazsa isanincom-
pletewriting of the Muni inwhich hewanted to present thehistory
of thesage Brigu and hisdescendants. Theavailabletext hasonly
fourteen chapters. The Muni has attempted to givetheform of a
new language called L Aibhzsz and formul ated severa ruleslike
that of Panini in his Aszzdhyzyz. He has titled the work as
LAibhzsopadesa/z. Thereareeleven sectionsinit. Theother small
and gtray compositionsof theMuni areput under thesection called
Itaragranthameaning other texts. One can see, whilegoing through
thesewritingsthat there was atremendous power inthe Muni to
compose poetry extempore and handle many subjects as per-
fectly aspossible.

Wetrust that the readers of thisvolumewill have anew taste of
Muni’s genius, and a very different aspect of the Muni’s literary
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We earnestly pray that Sri K. Natesan, who has dedicated him-
self tothe compilation, editing and publication of al theworksof
the Muni, may have the Grace and Blessings of the Bhagavan to
lead ahappy and peaceful life. The Sanskrit world will remember
himfor ever for hisdedicationand sincerity in bringing into light
the unpublished writings of theMuni. Thereisno doubt that the
editing of the compl eteworks could not have been completewith-
out the able assistance of Dr. Sampadananda Mishra of Sri
Aurobindo Society, Pondicherry. Further, heand hiswife Prashanti
have dedi cated yearsof va uabletimeintyping, proof reading and
indexing of thesevera volumes. They continuetowork onindex-
ing of the completeworks. Welook forward to publish thefinal
index volumein courseof time.

Sri Ramanasramam V.S. Ramanan
Tiruvannamdai, 2008



EpITORIAL

T AT URre |
A7 ALY 9= earHded |1

vande sriramanarseracaryasyapadabjam
yo me’darsayadisam bhantam dhvantamatitya.

| bow down at the Lotus-Feet of Sage S'i Ramana, the great
Teacher, who has shown me the Self-effulgent Supreme Lord
beyond nescience.

SNERATH g8 HAFMIGH HigH |

T MG < A@EER TET |

onkaravadanam vandyam kavinamadimam kavim

vande ganapatim devam naravesadharam gurum.

| bowto the adorable God Ganapati, Pranava-faced, theorigi-
nal Poet of poets, the Guru in human disguise.

Feafeaa R fyefaa: TeggEa
eiwiayfifieeaa gof: wfases |

7= fosea mefiert: smedesiaa
TSN HUSad AT gad Hehfaed 79: ||

vedairbodhavategiram vilasitaih sammodamudravate
dhirairbharatasuribhirba avate purvaih pratisthaveate
mantraih mitravate maharsicaranah acarya akshmivate
kavyaih kanthavate dhiya dhanavate kasmaicidasmai namah.

*Thefirst verse hereis by Ganapati Muni and the remaining three are by
Sri Kapali Sadtriar.



Hiswisdomisfounded on the Viedas. With scintillating speech
heis poised in Bliss. His strength has its foundation on the
steadfast seersof thissacred land of Bharata. He standsfirm
by the realisations of the ancients. The mantras are his close
companions. It is his good fortune to have the Maharshi as
hisguru. Hisvoicereverberateswith poetry. Hisintellectis
his wealth. Salutations to him, the Ineffable.

=T QUsfy 71 7 g Wonfa 3 7 v fas: |

&9 7 fos afed 9 g faues & geammTs: 1)

dehenaduro’pi hrda nadurah prinati yo nah smaranenasiddhah
katham nu citram tadidam cayasmat virajasetvam hrdayasanasthah.

Though physically not near to us, thou art closeto our hearts.
Thy presenceisintense by the mere remembrance that makes
us happy. No wonder for thou reignest shining in our hearts.

Bowing downto all my gurus, | amindeed very happy
that | have been chosen as an instrument to carry out the most
heart-fulfillingwork of editing the Sanskrit writingsof my beloved
guru, VasishthaKavyakantha Ganapati Muni, most affection-
ately known as “Nayana” (as called by Bhagavan Sri Ramana
Maharshi). | amvery certain and asofeel strongly thatitisonly
the Divine grace and power of the Maharshi and Nayana that
have guided meto undertake thiswork, whatever the outer cir-
cumstances might appear tobe. Besides, | amasoclearthatitis
the Divine Gracewhich has prepared me over many long years
for thiswork. Therefore, with utmost humility, | would liketo
writethesefew linesasan editorial for the Collected Works of
theMuni.

Vasi shtha Ganapati Muni was acolossal figureof wis-
dom and tapas, and thereis no doubt that he wasthe most pro-
lificauthor of spiritua writingsin Sanskritinthe 20" century. His
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writingsreflected the depth and vastnessechoing Vedic spiritual -
ity, encompassing varied topics, likeverses of adoration to differ-
ent deities (in various metres), verses depicting the principles of
existence, aphorismsonavast array of subjects, prosewritings
such ascommentaries, on Aurveda, on astrology and eveninthe
form of novel. However, most of hiswritings have not yet been
published. TheMuni, agenuinespiritua seeker who attained to
great heightsand depths of spiritual realisation and wrote exten-
sively onvarioustopics, wasnever concerned inthe matter of the
preservation and publication of hiswritings. Thoseclosetothe
Muni knew that hewould simply hand over many of hiswritings
to hisdisciplesand would not ask for the same again, and inthe
process many weredost. Neverthel ess, the writings of the Muni
were an outpouring of histapas, the soul’s seeking for the Eter-
nal. Therefore, theseare not only of great spiritual valuebut aso
immensaly important from asocio-cultura viewpoint, and needto
be preserved for agesto come.

| cametothelotus-feet of Sri RamanaMaharshi inthe
year 1922 through my first Sanskrit teacher, Sri Vasudeva Sastry.
I met Ganapati Muni for the first time in 1926. Muni’s son, Sri
M ahadeva Sastry, wasmy Sanskrit teacher intheMunicipa High
School where| studied. The Muni used to come to the school
and speak to usat length on varioustopi cs (under the auspi ces of
the Sanskrit Association). It wasat thistimethat the Muni initi-
ated meinto certain mantras. Out of my smplicity, oncel asked
him asto how to master the Sanskrit language. Hisreply was
immediate, direct and smple. Headvised metoread and writeal
his works again and again, leaving the rest to the Grace. His
advice becameamantra, which has primarily governed therest
of my lifetill date. | started collecting al hisworksand havebeen
reading and writing them again and again. Although theseefforts
eventually took me over completely, | fed it wasredly thegrace
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of Bhagavan Ramanawhichworked withinme. Soon | beganthis
noblework. Bhagavan noticed it with awatchful eye. Hewould
sometimesask meif | had aspecific writing. Hewould often ask
for my notes, seethem and even make copiesin different lan-
guages. | consider mysdlf blessed, astherewere occas onswhen
Bhagavan Ramanahimsaf would write some of theversesof the
Muni (which| did not havein my collections) inmy note-book in
hisown hand-writing. (Thefacsimile of afew of theseare pub-
lished at theend of theeditorial for theddight of thereaders.)

Most of my collections of the Muni’s writings have come
fromthelate Sri D.S. Viswamitraof Sirsi in North Karnataka,
who had collected thesefrom Sri Mahadeva Sastry, son of the
Muni. | had made severd tripsto Sirsi, enjoyed the most gratify-
ing hospitality of thisfamily for months, when | usedto sit and
copy theworks. | wasaso happy that | could provide some of
the originalsand other works of the Muni which Sri Viswamitra
did not possess. | havea so collected many other writings of the
Muni from some of his disciples like T.K. Sundaresa lyer,
Viswanatha Swamy, Raju Sastry, Vasudeva Sastry, Appu Sastry
and Pasupathy Sastry. Asmentioned earlier, someof thewritings
| recaived from thegraci oushandsof my beloved guru Sri Ramana
Maharshi himsdif.

Inmy effort towardsediting these writingsof the Muni, |
havetakenasimple approach. | haveclassified theseinto differ-
ent volumes such asadoration, gphorisms, commentaries, etc. The
arrangement of thesewritingsinaparticular order, appearingina
specific volume, followseither the nature of thework or itsaca
demicimportance. Thearrangement doesnot reflect chronology
asthedates of many writingsare not available.

One could write volumes on the Muni’s style and diction.
My aim hereisnot to attempt anything on thispoint. TheMuni,
being an asravadhant, could write simultaneously on many topics
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during agiven period of time. Depending upon hisinspiration,
before completing onework, hewould start another. Hewould
sometimesreviseand rewritethe sametopic several times. For
the sakeof thetotality of presentation, | haveincluded severd of
these incomplete and revised versions, since | did not want to
choose one from the other. But in the case of the Muni’s mag-
num opus, umasahasram, which wasrevised seven times, only
thefina version hasbeen giveninthefirst volume of this Col-
lected Works.

| understand the need for an Englishtrandation of al that
iscompiled here, which most readerslook forward to. But for the
timebeing, | have decided to compilethe Collected Worksof the
Muni concentrating on the origina Sanskrit texts. (Theorigianl
Sanskrit texts of thefirst four volumesare compiled and printed
both in Devanagari and Roman scripts.) However, | fed that the
trangdlation of thework will takeitsowntime, asitiswell under-
stood that the transl ation of any spiritual writing isnot an easy
task.

Dr. Sampadananda Mishra of Sri Aurobindo Society,
Pondicherry, apromising Sanskrit scholar in hisown right, has
hel ped mein editing and organising these Collected Works. Itis
my great pleasure to say that Dr. Mishra has been devoting a
consdrableamount of timewith great responsibility of editingthe
Collected Worksof theMuni. He has not only prepared the Shioka
Indicesfor thefirgt, second, third and fourth volumes but also has
taken theresponsibility of checking the correctness of the San-
skrit textsfor al thevolumesand preparingthe Romantranditera
tionfor thefirst four volumes. | haveimmense pleasurein having
Dr. Sampadananda Mishra asthe Associate Editor of the Col-
lected Worksof theMuni.

Thisvolume containsmany letterswritten by theMuni to
Bhagavan RamanaM aharshi and others, some of the stray verses
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whichtheMuni created on different occasionslikeduring hisvisit
to Navadvipaand during hisperformance of Ashtavadhanaat dif-
ferent places etc. The Muni has presented adial ogue between
Sukanyaand Ashvinidevaof the Mahabharatain the sukanya-
dasra-samvada. All thesixty-two versesin thispoem were com-
posed extempore in one hour. In the next poem pandava-
dhartar asra-sambhava, the M uni presentsthe story of Pandavas
and Dhartarashtras. The Muni had composed extemporeall the
thirty-three versesin thispoem in one hour. Bhrguvarmsetihasais
anincompletewriting of the Muni inwhich hewanted to present
the history of the sage Brigu and hisdescendants. Theavailable
text hasonly fourteen chapters. In Lalibhasopadesa the Muni
hasattempted to givetheform of anew languagecdled Lalibhasa
and has formulated several rules like that of Panini in his
Astadhyayi. Thereareeleven sectionsinit. Theother small and
stray compositions of the Muni are put under the section called
Itaragrantha meaning other texts.

| sincerely pray for the grace of Bhagavan Sri Ramana
Maharshi and Ganapati Muni, so that thework iscompleted with
perfectionandintime. Itiswithagreat senseof humility andlove
that | dedicatethiseditorial work to Sri RamanaMaharshi and
Gangpati Muni, my gurus, andto Sri M. P, Pandit of Sri Aurobindo
Ashram, Pondicherry, who aways appreciated my effortsin pre-
serving theguru’s writings.

Sri Ramanasramam K. Natesan
Thiruvannamda
17.11.2008
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KAvYAKANTHA GANAPATI M uUNI

AN INTRODUCTION TOHISLiIFEAND WORKS

Vasi shthaK avyakantha Ganapati Muni (1878-1936) be-
longs to the rare race of intellectual and spiritual giants who
crowded into the narrow corridorsof thelast quarter of 19" and
first four decades of the 20" century to endow life, lettersand all
endevourswith meaning, purpose and dtitude. Hewasavaliant
soldier inthecauseof Truth and Divinity. For communingwiththe
Divine, certainly hewaswell-endowed, gifted ashewaswith mar-
vellouspowersof mind, intellect and soul. Even highly learned
peopleof our timewonder & hisindubitableversatilegenius, keen-
ness of perception and understanding of our modern problems,
though he had never been to school al hislife. His powers of
intellect and intuition had solved and untied many mystic knots.
Hiswide scholarship and studiesin religiouslore harmonizedin
him all religions and school s of philosophy. Hewas amaster of
metaphysicsand hisgift transported him into regionswhence he
could seethe entire manifestation. Infact, hebelonged to the or-
der of the Rig Vedic seerswho were gods among men.

The Muni’s life story is sweet and all-absorbing and has
been beautifully rendered in the famous biography Vasistha
Vaibhavamby hisforemost disciple, Sri Kapdi Sastriar. Ganapati
Muni wasbornin Kalavarayi near Bobbili in AndhraPradesh on
17" November1878. He belonged to afamily of Sri Vidyaini-
tiates (in vasistha gotram), which had actually migrated from a
village near Kumbakonamin Tamil Naduinthelate 16" or early
17" century (later the family was well-known as the
“Ayyalasomayajulu” family). His parents, Narasimha Sastry and
Narasamamba, had three sons, Ganapati being the middle one.



Nearly ayear before hisbirth, onthe holy day of rathasaptamy,
hismother had beentothefamoussiirya (Sun) templeat Arasavali
(near Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh) to offer her prayersand
worship. She stayed overnight in thetempl e after thetraditional
worshiptotheLord. Inthenext early morning shehad adreamin
which abeautiful woman with golden divine radiance emerged
from the corridors of the temple, approached her with ashining
pot of fireand giving it in her handsvanished. To her utter aston-
ishment, themoment thefire pitcher cameinto contact with her, it
entered her womb and assumed theform of achild. Soon after
her return to homefrom Arasavalli, she showed signs of preg-
nancy. She believed that her child wasadivinegift of God agni
(fire). While shewaswaiting to deliver thechild, her husband,
Narasmha Sastry, had goneto the holy city of Kashi (Benaresin
Uttar Pradesh) in November 1878, where he also had aunique
experience. When he was performing tapas in the zhuzz-
gavapati temple (near VisweswaraGhat) he had thevision of a
little child emanating from the Deity and coming near him. After
thesewonderful experiences by both parents, Ganapati wasborn
inthe parental homeof hismother on 17" November 1878. The
father appropriately named his second son Ganagpati, rootedinhis
conviction that the child was an emanation of God Ganapati him-
salf. It may be noted that the Vedic deity agni (Fire) isnoneother
than ganapati described in the puranas and worshipped inthe
tantras. Ganapati himself was conscious of hisdivinity. He has
expressed thisin hismost famous poem Umasahasramand has
said that hewasborn asan amsa (portion) of God Ganapati. He
has a so expressed his conviction about theidentity between him
and God Ganapati, theguiding spirit of hiscorpored existence, in
hiswork Herambopasthanam (Glory of Ganapati).

Ganapati was educated entirely at home. His father,
Narasimha Sastry, like his ancestors, was an expert and well-
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versed in mantra szstra, astrology and Zurveda. With thistra-
ditional family background, proficiency in these subjects came
naturally to Ganapati. When hewas only 10 yearsold, hewas
ableto prepare the paricarigam (almanac). Hefinished studying
theclassica Sanskrit poemsand then devoted himself to the study
of grammar and poetics. At thesametime hedelved degpintothe
writings of Vyasa and Valmiki. Again and again he read the
Mahabharata. Hishorizonwidened and hisintellect mellowed with
an ever-deepening perception. Liketheancient Rishis, Ganapati

wanted to experienceimmense strength and power by the prac-
tice of tapasya through mantra japa and meditation. Although
married a an early ageto Srimati Vishalakshi, he started visiting
one sacred place after another for his tapas when he was 18
years old. He used to stay in one place for afew days or even

months. In onesuch visit to Bhubaneswar (in Orissa, wherethe
famous “Lingaraj” temple of Lord Siva is located), during his

tapas, Ganapati had a vision, in which Goddess lalitzmbiksz
(bhubanesvar /) appeared before him, offering divine nectar. As
Ganapati tasted thisheavenly nectar, the Goddess watched him
with asweet smile, full of grace. From then onwards, the sweet-

nessof the nectar becameanintegral part of him. After thisinci-

dent, Ganapati’s intellect developed a rare sharpness and he at-

tained complete mastery over poetry. Indeed, theliterary work

composed after thisincident isendowed withadistinct sweetness
and grace.

When Ganapati was staying in Kashi, hecameto know
that an assembly of scholars (harisabha) would be heldinthe
famouscity of Nabadwipain Bengal. Ontheadviceof hisfriends
hegot aletter of introduction and went to Nabadwipa. Therehe
excdledinal thedifficult teststhat hewas put towith an effortless
easethat stunned hisexaminers, who unanimoudy conferred the
title kavyakanrha (one who has poetry in his throat — voice of
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poetry) on him forthwith. Hewas only 22 yearsold then (details
areinVolume 11).

Ganapati repaired to the south of the country in his 25"
year. From K anchipuram hecametoArunachda(Thiruvannamaa)
in 1903 to perform tapas. Hevisited twice Sri Brahmana Swamy
(who was |later named as Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi by
Kavyakantha himself) before he accepted a teacher’s job at \ellore
in1904. Later in 1907, heresigned hisjob at VVellore and returned
to Arunachala. It was at thisstage that he sought and gained the
graceof Sri BrahmanaSwamy (Bhagavan Sri RamanaMaharshi).
Anintelectual and spiritua giant who had high achievementsto
hiscredit and ahost of followersaswell, Kavyakanthatill felt
that his life’s purpose was not fulfilled. He remembered Brahmana
Swamy whom he had met earlier and gpproached himfor hisgrace
and gaininner redlization, peaceand trueimport of tapasthat he
still lacked. On 18.11.1907 Kavyakanthaapproached Brahmana
Swamy, who was staying in the Virupakshacave, and prostrating
himself at hisfeet saidinatrembling voice: “All that has to be
read | have read, even Vedanta Sastra | have fully under-
stood. | have performed japa and puja to my heart’s con-
tent. Yet | have not up to this time understood what tapas
is. Hence have | sought refuge at thy feet, pray enlighten
me about the nature of tapas.” For quite sometime Brahmana
Swamy gazed silently at Kavyakantha. He broke his 11 years of
long silence and spoke gently, “If onewatcheswhere hisno-
tion of “I” springs, the mind will be absorbed into that.
That is tapas. If a mantra is repeated and attention is di-
rected to the source where the mantra sound is produced,
themindwill beabsorbedin that. That istapas.” Thescholar-
poet wasfilled with joy to havefound hisguru, and announced
that the upadesa (teaching) was original, and that Brahmana
Swamy wasindeed amahar shi and should be called so thereaf-
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ter. He gave the full name Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi to
BrahmanaSwamy, whoseorigina namewasVenkataraman. Thus,
themeeting wasof profound significancenot only for Kavyakantha
but dsofor theworld at large, which could learn from such ahigh
authority about thered stature of Bhagavan Sri RamanaMaharshi,
the Silent Sage of Arunachala. Following thismomentous meet-
ing, Ganapati composed his great devotional poem,
Umasahasram, athousand versesin praise of Uma, the Divine
Mother, asapart of histapasin gratitudeto the great Goddess
for having given himtheMaharshi ashisGuru (Master). Thiswork
isthemagnum opusof Sri Vas shthaGanapati Muni.

TheMuni had the unique experience of kapalabheda. In
the summer of 1922 at the Mango cave of the Arunachalahills,
theMuni had several yogic experiences, arising from deeper parts
of hisbeing and invading hisphysical consciousness(resultingin
great physical pain). Duringthis, hevisited hisMaster and told
himof hisinner and physical experience. Hismost compassionate
Master, Sri Maharshi, comforted him by placing hislotushands
on hishead. On thevery night, he had the experienceof the culmi-
nation of kundalini sadhang, resulting in the maost unique experi-
ence of kapalabheda. His cranium wasbroken into two parts; a
distinct sound caused by the breaking arose from the passage,
whichjoinsthetwo holesof theears. A lineof smokegoing out of
the head was perceived there. The Muni later spoketo hisdis-
ciples about thisyogic experience and that this has been men-
tioned in the sixth chapter of the taittiriyopanisad, quoting
vyapohya sir sakapal e bhirityagnau prati tisshati (“having sepa-
rated thetwo partsof thecranium, hestandsestablishedin Fireas
Bhizh, the earth element”) and mentioned several great effects of
the power of yogaexperienced at thistimewith their secrets. Itis
usually believed that the physical effects of thisgreat experience
are such that the body cannot sustain long following this event.
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However, in hiscase, with the strength of hisown tapasy.zand
the Grace of hismost compass onate Master, helived for fourteen
long years (although he had to observe certain physical restric-
tions, such asthat he could not shave hishead nor could put his
barefeet onthe ground) after thisexperience. Thisevent speaks
volumeson the extraordinary nature of histapasya and thefact
that he was perhaps the greatest Master of tantra born onthis
earth. In fact, the final revision of his magnum opus Ums
sahasramafter thisexperience, remains, testimony not only to his
supreme mastery over thetantrasbut al so hisability tofind the
reconciliation and concordance between the Vedic, Upanishadic
and the Tantric school s of thoughts. The kap4abheda experi-
ence a so reconfirmsthe conviction that hewasthedirect azisa
(portion) of the Vedic deity agni (who resides asthe power of
kundalinzinthe miladhara of human beings).

‘ thAugust 1928 Hestayed a the Srl Aurobindo
Ashram for about afortnight. During this stay a the Ashram, the
Muni meditated with The Mother afew times. After one such
meditation, The Mother expressed that the Muni wasareal yogi
who could plungeinto great depthsthe moment he started medi-
tation and that she had not so far found any personabidingin Her
spiritual consciousness as Ganapati Muni did. Further, at thein-
stance of Sri Kapali and Sri S. Doriswamy lyer, theMuni trans-
lated some portions of Sri Aurobindo’s The Mother
(matrtattvaprakasika) in chaste Sanskrit verseswith somenotes.
On reading the Muni’s translation, Sri Aurobindo seems to have
very generously observed, “It far excelstheoriginal.” Itis also
worth mentioning that the Muni presented to Sri Aurobindothe
last and fina version of hisUmasaharam (writteninhisown hand-
writing after hisexperience of kapal abeheda) with specific notes
on each chapter before hismeetingin 1928.
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It ismorethan six decades sincethe great Kavyakantha
Ganapati Muni passed away in 1936. He was a great tapasv/,
whoseoneaminlifewastherestoration of BharataMata (M other
India) to her ancient greatness. Unlike otherswhoam at libera-
tion for themsalves, thisgreat soul believed that hemust obtainthe
grace of God not for himsef but for the nation and through it for
the betterment of theworld. Towardsthat consummation hehad
done penance sincehisearly yearsand this, too, very rigorously
duringthelast yearsof hislife.

The Vedic seerswere by no meansreclusesfrom the af -
fairsof theworld. Infact, these Vedic seers madethemselvesthe
superior vehiclethroughwhichthedivineforcesof heaven played
for thewelfare of humanity. To become one such perfect instru-
ment in the hands of the M aha Shakti wasthegoa towardswhich
Ganapati worked and dedicated hisentirelife. Although the Muni
wasagiant persondity, hewasvery humblein hisday-to-day life.
Thiscan beproved by twoincidentsin hisdivinelife. TheMuni
and hisbeloved disciple, Daivarata, did tapasin Padaivedu near
Velloreintheyear 1917. Asaresult of thetapas, certain Mantras
wererevead ed to hisdisciple Daivarata. Ganapati Muni, theguru,
recorded theM antrasasthey camedown fromthelipsof Davarata,
his disciple. He even wrote a commentary on the Mantras, as
Sankaradidfor hisdisciple, Hastamalaka. Thereisyet another
incident towhich | would liketo draw the attention of thereaders.
TheMuni wasverily afountain of loveand affectionfor hispupils
andfollowersfar and near. Thisdid not deter theguru and sisya
from havingadifferenceof opinion at times. TheMuni blessed Sri
Kapali Sastriar and permitted himtofollow Sri Aurobindo.

A scholar poet, Sri Vas shtaGanapati M uni hasmany spiri-
tual and other writingsin Sanskrit to hiscredit. Umzsahasram,
gAamd «, ramavagAa, ramasacatvda i zzsat and saddar sanam
areafew titleswell-known among hisdisciplesand others. But
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very littleisknown about hisother numerous Sanskrit writings,
covering awidevariety of topics: praisesand prayersto various
deities (stotras), poetic compositions (kavyas), philosophy
(darsana), logic (nyayasastra), medical science (ayurveda),
astrology and astronomy (jyoti sasastra), commentaries (bhasya),
novel (akhyayika), letters (patrani) and other research works.
Hisversatility can also bejudged from hiswritings samrajya-
nibandhanam (a proposed constitution for India) and
lalibhasopadesa (anew languagefor the Indian people). Hewas
spontaneousin composing al theseeither inverseform (slokas)
or intheform of aphorisms (sutras) or proseform (gadya). Nev-
ertheless, all these weretheresult of histapas, an outpouring of
hissoul in seeking or gratitudeto the Divine.

stotrakavyas, umazsahasram, indr 27 saptasati,
praczzacazdtrisatzand gfamd zare meant for thoselonging
for agreat spiritud redisation. Theindrasahashranamaisacom-
position of thousand names of indra culled from the Rigveda,
which arestrung into agarland of onehundred and eight verses.
The ramasacatvarizisat (40 verses in praise of Bhagavan
Sri RamanaMaharshi) ischanted daily both at the Sri Ramana
Ashramam and in innumerable homes of the devotees of
Sri RamanaMaharshi. TheMuni had an uniqueability of render-
ing philosophica thoughtsintheform of poetry (slokas), and his
writings visvamimamsa, ramanagita, saddarsanam and
tattvaghantasatakam remainin testimony to this. Ramanagita
isintheform of recordingsof questions put forth by disciplesand
the answersgiven by the Maharshi andisone of the most cher-
ished writings of the Muni. Hissaddar sanamisthe Sanskrit ren-
dering of Sri Maharshi’s Tamil writing, ulladu narpadu (Forty
Verseson Reality) on which hisbeloved and learned disciple,
Sri T.V. Kapali Sastriar, haswritten afaithful commentary in
Sanskrit. This reflects the spirit of Sri Maharshi’s original teachings.
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Of hisvast and variety of ssirawritings, it would bediffi-
cult to single out any one as more meritorious than the others.
Dasamahavidyasutram (the ten cosmic powers of the Divine
Mother asdescribed in thetantras) isan outstanding composi-
tion, inwhich the Muni has described the ten cosmic aspects of
the Divine M other and their Significance. Here hehasa so brought
out the association of these ten cosmic aspects of the Mother
described in the Tantra with the corresponding Vedic deities.
Thereby, not only he has been ableto bring forth alink between
theVedas, Upani shadsand Tantras, but al so has been successful
indigpelling several wrong conceptionson thesignificanceof these
deities. These compositions reflect Muni’s great powers of Yogic
perception. Theway inwhich hehasexpounded thedifferent del-
tiessuch askalz, tara, sundarz, bhuvanesvari, pracandacandi,
etc., and correlatesthem to the Vedantic concepts hasoncefor al
removed all antagonismsand has bridged the so-called gulf be-
tween the Vedantic and Tantric school sof philosophy. Rajayoga-
sarasitraisashort and concise exposition of the Upanishadic
methods of theinner quest. Caturvyizhasutraisarevelation of
thecosmic divinitieswherein hehasexpounded thefour important
emanations of the Vedic deity Indra (akasa, kala, vidyut and
sirya). Jaiminyatarkavartikamishisown interpretation of the
szrasof Jaimini, where he hasadvocated that the Vedas arein-
deed pauruseyam (of human origin). Further, inthishehasgiven
hisown interpretation of the mimazzazphilosophy, placingitona
higher pedestal inrelationto Vedanta. His sabdapramzzacarcz
also discusses the origin of Vedas. Paficajanacarca and
vivahadhar masitram arerel ated to social aspects. Intheformer
one the practice of “untouchability” is condemned with the au-
thority of sastras. Inthelatter heded swith marriageasasacra-
ment. His other sutra writings also include cikitsanusasanam
(ayurveda) and ganaka-kanrhabharanam (astronomy) aswell
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assamr ajya-nibhandhanam (aproposed constitution for India).

The prosewritings of Vasishtha Ganapati Muni too are
extendveandtheseinclude: commentarieson severd textsinduding
Vedas and Upanishads; study on the different characters of the
great epic poem Mahabhar ata; |ettersto Sri RamanaMaharshi,
TheMother of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, and others.

Hiscommentarieson Rigvedic mantrasand theisopanisad,
thoughbrief, arereveding andillumining. TheMuni hasgivenhis
own original spiritual interpretation of the mantras, and hewas
highly critica of theritualisticinterpretation of Rigvedic mantras
by Sayana. Hiscommentary on thezsopanisadisorigind andisin
thelight of theteachings of Sri RamanaMaharshi. Hisbharata-
caritramimamsa isuniqueasit establishesalink between some
of theimportant characters of the mahabharata and those men-
tioned intheVedic texts. ramanagita, saddar sana and the com-
mentary on the upadesasaram (thirty verseswritten by Sri Ramana
Maharshi in Sanskrit), aremost popular writingsof the Muni
which reveal the greatness of the teachings of Sri Ramana
Maharshi.

Hisnovd, piirna, in Sanskrit, though unfinished, isunique
inmany ways. Thestyleand diction that theMuni used here make
itan unparaldednove of histime. It not only depictstheability of
theMuni towrite beautifully and spontaneoudly in Sanskrit prose,
but it a so records hispower of expressing thefedingsof the heart
and not just thelogic of themind.

Inthelettersof the Muni to Sri Maharshi and The Mother
of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, onecan find theart of letter-writing
in Sanskrit. Throughtheselettershewas ableto expresslucidly
his deepest aspirations, conceptsand thoughts.

However, itisdifficult to summarisethe thoughts, percep-
tionsand literary ability of the Muni. The Muni, indeed, wasa
versatile geniusand can becompared with Kaidasaand Shankara
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in poeticrenderings, with VWasain sitrawritingsand with Petanjdi,
Shabaraand Shankarain writing commentaries. Thewritings of
the Muni are not just some productsof literary activitiesbut are
therecordsof hisunique Yogic experiencesand subtlevisonsand
will beaguiding spirit andlamp for the centuriesto come.

Sri Ramanasramam K. Natesan
Thiruvannamda
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| NTRODUCTION TO THE
CoNTENTS OF VOLUME ELEVEN

Thisvolume, titled asprak# zakamor miscellaneous, is
thelast oneto havetheorigina writingsof theMuni. Inthisvol-
umemany of the stray compositionsof the Muni have been com-
piled. Also we have included some of the Muni’s compilations of
Vedic Mantraswhich he used for hisresearch ontheVedic origin
of the charactersof the Mahabharata.

Inthe beginning of thisvolumewehave put dl theletters
of the Muni under the title gasapatimune/ patr z4. All these
|etters hewrote to Bhagavan Ramana M aharshi and few others
ondifferent occasions. From all thesel ettersone can discover not
only theunique persondity of theMuni also auniquestyleof let-
ter-writing. Eachletter addressed to Bhagavan RamanaM aharshi
has abeautiful sentenceof salutation inthe beginning and avery
appropriate close up. The contents of all letters are related to
elther spiritua practicesor to theworksassigned. But each | etter,
whatever the contentsmay be, has something deeper to convey.
Thelanguageischaste and astransparent asto generate clarity
and inspiration in the reader’s mind. Out of thirty letters twenty-
three are addressed to Bhagavan RamanaMahasrhi, two to the
Mother of Sri Aurobindo Ashram, threeto Daivarata, oneof his
disciples, one each to two other disciples, Sundara and
Bharadvga.

The entire write up of the section titled “navadpa-
kavyakaszha” is taken from the “V&.smavaibhavam” of Sri
Kapali Sastri in which the episode of Muni’s interaction with the
scholarsof Navadipain West Bengd isnarrated. When the Muni
was living in Kashi, he came to know about the “Harisabh” held
inNavadipa. Inthisthe scholarsfrom different parts of the coun-



try assembleto showcasetheir scholarship and the onewho ex-
celsisrespected more. When the Muni went there hewas just
twenty-two yearsold. At thisage he could prove himsdlf to bethe
best and got thetitle of Kayakaszha from the Harisabhzsigned
by many eminent scholarsof that time. Inthissection onecanfind
all that the Muni composed in answer to the questionsraised by
one head of the Harisabhain Navadvipa.

In pr zstavaikapadyznai most of the verses which the
Muni composed on deferent occasions like while performing
Ashtavadhanaor eightfol d concentration and challenging another
poet etc. are compiled. Thereare seventeen versesin thissection.
Most of these verseswere composed extemporeas per thegiven
specifications.

Sukanydasrasazvadaisan extempore composition of
Ganapati Muni containing Sixty-two verseswhichwerecreatedin
just onehour duration. All theversesarein Anushtubh metre. In
thisthe Muni haspresented very beautifully the dia ogue between
Sukanya, theyoung wife of an old sage called Chyavanaand the
twin godsAshwinikumaras otherwise know as Dasra. One day
thetwin gods, whileroamingin theforest saw Sukanyacoming
out of apond after taking her bath. Finding out that shewasthe
young wifeof old Chyavanathey proposed her to accept one of
them asher husband and leavethe old sage. Hearing thisunpleas-
ant words Sukanyagave abeautiful discourse onwhat should be
the attitude of a true wife towards her hushband and the husband’s
attitudetowardswife. After listening to thewords of Sukanyathe
twin gods were very much pleased and they told her that they
could restore youthfulnessto her old husband and transform him
into ayoung man, but on one condition. For thetransformationto
take place along with the twin gods Chyavan hasto sink down
into the pond and all threewould look samewhen they emerge
from the pond. At this point Sukanyahasto chose her true hus-
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band. A difficult feat indeed, but with the approval of Chyavana
Sukanyaagreed to the proposal of the twin gods and succeeded
inchoosing Chyavana. Thetwin godswerewonder struck at the
purity of Sukanya.

In Pandzavadhdtar zsxasambhava, the Muni has nar-
rated the story of the birth of the five sons of King Pandu and
hundred sons of Dhritarashtra. The entire poem hasthirty-three
verses, al composed extempore in one hour duration. All the
versesarein Anushtubh metre except thelast onewhichisina
fourteen-syllabled metre called Vasantatil akam.

Bh/guvarisétihzsa/z isanincompletewriting of theMuni
through which hewanted to present the history of thelineage of
sage Bhrigu. Therearefourteen chapterscontaining alittle more
than four hundred and eighty verses. In many averseseither aline
or few words aremissing. Thewholething was composed by the
Muni for the sake of showcasing hisability to compose extem-
pore. Thishasbeen made clear by the Muni himself at theend of
thefirst chapter wherehe says:.

FERTGEEIST qERIST BT=ad | SRIHAcaed TRl Z2iadn 741 |

The LAibhzsopadesa/isan uniquetext through which
the Muni made an attempt to formulate rulesfor anew language
called | dibhasaz Thereare eleven sections contai ning three hun-
dred and thirteen sutras or short sentences. Thefirst section deds
with the alphabet and rules of phonetics of the proposed new
language. In the second sectionstherulesof prepositionsor pre-
fixesareexplained. Thethird section prescribestheroot-sounds
to beused for the derivation of words and explainsthe rules of
derivation. Herethe Muni suggeststhat the root-sounds can be
taken from Sanskrit. Fourth section deal swith therulesof conju-
gation of verbd formsin al tensesand moods. In thefifth section
theMuni explainsabout thederivation of nominal basesfromthe

verbal bases. Sixth sectionisdedicated to therulesof the deriva-
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tion and use of pronounsand pronomina adjectivesetc. Seventh
section deal swith thederivation of rest of thenominal basesand
their use. The case-endings, numbers and genders etc. are ex-
plainedinthee ghth section. Ninth section deal swith theforma
tion of the compound words. Indeclinables aredescribed inthe
tenth section. This section contains maximum number of sutras.
Thelast section isentirely dedicated to the explanation of the
Metrics.

Thewholeideaof having anew language and to formu-
latetherulesof itsgrammar issomething truly unique.

Inthelast chapter of thisvolume, titled asitaragranthe,
many small compositionsof the Muni, completeeor incomplete
arecompiled. Heretherearedl together alittlemorethan seventy
versesindifferent metresand on different topics. Most of them
areof thenature of invocations or prayersor praises. Jayastava,
thelast oneinthissection, isnot acomposition of the Muni but a
compilation of many Mantrasfrom Rigvedadone by the Muni
himself for hisresearch work on theVedic origin of the characters
of theMahabharata(seevol.9 of the Collected worksof theMuni).
All the Mantrasare compiled with the namesof their Rishis.

Thisvolumemarkstheend of the original writingsof the
Muni. Thenext volumewill have severa indicesand other notes
related to thewritingscompiled inal the el even volumesof the
Collected worksof theMuni.
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