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PusLISHER’s NOTE

This is the twelfth and last volume of the Collected Works of
Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni. This volume is titled as
anukramarz and contains several useful indexes which will help
in referring to the writings of the Muni. In this volume there are
four indexes: The first one is an index to the contents of all volumes.
The second is to the names of the Chandas or metres used in the
works of the Muni. The third one is an index to the Vedamantras
referred to and commented on by the Muni. The fourth and the
last index in this volume is an index to the verses of all the poetic
compositions of the Muni.

This volume is dedicated to late Sri K. Natesan, the Editor of the
first eleven volumes of the Collected Works of Vasishtha
Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni. Sri K. Natesan had dedicated himself
entirely to the compilation, editing and publication of all the works
of the Muni, and till the last moment of his life he actively
participated in the work. And by the Grace and Blessings of
Bhagavan he lived a happy and peaceful life. The Sanskrit world
will remember him gratefully forever for his dedication and sincerity
in bringing to light the unpublished writings of the Muni. As a little
boy, Sri Natesan had his first darshan of Bhagavan Ramana when
he was at Skandasramam and later as a young man came under
the spell of Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni. Till his last breath, he
was totally devoted to the Maharshi and the Mahakavi.



The editing of the complete works could not have been completed
without the able assistance of Dr. Sampadananda Mishra of Sri
Aurobindo Society, Pondicherry. He worked hard for the
completion of these volumes as the Associate Editor of the first
eleven volumes. The present volume has been entirely edited by
him. He and his wife Prashanti have dedicated years of valuable
time in typing, proof reading and indexing of the several volumes.

Sri Ramanasramam V.S. Ramanan
Tiruvannamalai, 2010



EDITORIAL

It was in the year 2002 that | came in contact with Sri Natesan.
Till then I knew Vasishtha Ganapati Muni only as the author of
Umasashasram and the guru of Sri Kapali Sastri, who later came
and settled in Pondicherry as a disciple of Sri Aurobindo. | had
also heard about the Muni as an Asravadhani who could
simultaneously attend to eight different questioners and reply to
them through extempore poetry. But | had no idea about any other
writings of the Muni. It was only when | came into close contact
with Sri Natesan, who had preserved all the works of the Muni by
copying them in his own note books, that I learnt about the other
writings of the Muni. For Sri Natesan it was a dream or life's
mission to see all these works in print. So he had started giving
thought to publishing all the works in several volumes. It was during
this period that my contact with him took place. We then sat
together to decide the layout and format of the volumes. The work
which he had started much before he met me now began to take
shape. This is how editing and publishing the twelve volumes of
the 'Collected Works of Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni'
took place. | was fortunate to be a part of this Divine work and it
was an enriching experience for me to work as the associate editor
of the Collected Works of the Muni. Sri Natesan was so particular
about the accuracy that he would go through and verify each and
every letter that was put into the computer. We used to sit together
to proof read the texts and most of the time I found that when |



was reading the text on the screen he was sitting with his eyes
closed instead of looking at his note book. If there was any mistake
he would immediately point out from his memory. It always seemed
to me that all that has been published in the eleven volumes of the
Collected Works of the Muni was committed to memory by Sri
Natesan. That was his uniqueness.

| remember when we were trying hard to bring out the first volume,
one day Sri Natesan told me why the work was getting delayed,
and he expressed his wish to see at least one volume in print before
leaving his body. When he told me this in the year 2003, he was
ninety years old. | then spontaneously told him, "Please do not tell
me that Sir, you have to live and you will surely live to see all the
works of the Muni in print form. Without your presence the work
will not move atall.” In the year 2009, six years later, when a copy
of the eleventh volume was put in his hand, he asked, "How much
work is left to be done?" When he was told that that was the last
volume of Muni's original writings, he expressed the desire that
since everything was over he should leave his body. It thus
happened, that a month or so after he said this, in March 2009, he
left his body. When I think of Sri Natesan, | always feel happy
and | also feel that | was fortunate to come in contact with him, a
man who lived a complete life. There is no better way to pay
homage to this great soul than to dedicate this volume in his name.

This is the last volume in the series of the Collected Works of the
Muni. In this volume there are four indexes: The firstone is an
index to the contents of all volumes in alphabetical order with
reference to the volume numbers and page numbers in which they



appear. This will help the readers in finding out the volume number
and the page number of a particular writing of the Muni published
in his Collected Works. The names of the contents are presented
here both in Devanagarzand in Roman Transliteration. This index
is placed after the section on the contents of all volumes, listed
volume wise with one-line notes on each.

The second index is an index to the names of the Chandas or
metre used in the works of the Muni. The Muni was perhaps the
only poet in the whole galaxy of Sanskrit poets, both ancient and
modern, in whose writings we find the use of the maximum number
of Chandas. In the Umasahasram itself the Muni has used 29
different meters. One comes in contact with many unfamiliar and
less used meters in the works of the Muni. I was myself very much
fascinated to see the use of the metres with less number of syllables,
such as metres with five syllables, six syllables, seven syllables
etc. In this index the names of all the Chandas or metres used by
the Muni have been listed alphabetically with reference to the verse
number, volume number and number of the title of the work in the
volume. The names of the Chandas are presented here both in
Devanagarzand in Roman Transliteration.

The third one is an index to the Vedamantras referred to and
commented by the Muni. In a few of his writings the Muni has
referred to several Vedamantras, especially from the Rigveda but
rarely from any other Vedas. In his writing on the Mahabharata
he has interpreted afresh nearly two hundred Mantras of the
Rigveda to show the Vedic origin of the main characters of the
Mahabharata . In his commentary on the Rigveda he has referred



to and commented on several Mantras of this Veda. In some of
his other writings like visvamimamsa, pancajanacarca etc. also
he has referred to a few Mantras of the Rigveda in order to
substantiate his views on several aspects related to the topics
discussed. The reference number of all the Mantras have been
listed in this index. Here the Mantras of the Rigveda have been
listed maKoala or book wise with reference to the volume number
and page number.

The fourth and the last index in this volume is an index to the
verses of all the poetic compositions of the Muni. In the volumes
one to four we have given the shloka index at the end of each
volume both in Devanagarzand in Roman transliteration. Here a
combined index has been provided to facilitate readers in finding
out each and every verse composed by the Muni. The first lines of
all the verses are arranged alphabetically with reference to the
volume number and page number. The list is presented only in
Devanagari script.

With this we present the last volume of the Collected Works of
Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni. We are happy to inform
all the readers that the entire matter of all the twelve volumes is
going to be available on the Internet soon after the release of this
volume. The authorities of Sriramanasramam, Thiruvannamalai,
have kindly agreed to put it into their official Web page. Now
after completing this massive task of publishing the Collected
Works of the Muni in twelve volumes, the Kavyakantha Ganapati
Muni Project, Puducherry, will be taking up the translation of the
selected works of the Muni into English and other Indian languages.
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With regard to this the Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni Project is
happy to invite interested individuals and organizations to participate
and help the project in any possible manner.

For me participating in this work of editing the Collected Works
of the Muni has been a part of my spiritual as well as intellectual
life. I can very well say that | have grown with this work. The
experience has been highly enriching and ever inspiring. While
working on these volumes I have always invoked the presence of
the Divine to help me and have feltit all the time. I have vividly
experienced how this very presence has helped me in carrying out
this work. | aspire to remain in a state of infinite gratitude to the
Divine.

I would like to express my gratitude to all those who have been
instrumental in bringing fulfillment to this work. In the first place |
wish to mention the contribution of all the family members of Sri
Natesan in always supporting the project wholeheartedly. It was
because of their initiative, constant encouragement, help, support
and tireless effort that the work took a proper shape and proceeded
to this state of accomplishment. Ever since the project began they
all have been with me, always supporting and encouraging in
carrying the work forward. It would not have been possible to
bring out all the twelve volumes of these Collected Works of the
Muni without their involvement. In fact this project was the result
of the collective and harmonious aspiration all the family members
of Sri Natesan. | express my sincere thanks to all of them.

The one because of whom | came to be a part of this project is my
v



wife Prashanti. For all these years she has been quietly doing her
job of putting the entire handwritten matter into the computer. She
has been a great help to me in preparing the Shloka index, Roman
transliteration, in proof-reading, formatting, and in all aspects of
this entire project. | express my gratitude again and again to the
Divine for giving me such awonderful life partner.

Sri Vamadeva Sastri (Dr. David Frawley) will always be
remembered for his generous contribution. Without his support
the publishing of the Collected Works would not have been
possible. On behalf of the Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni project, |
express my sincere thanks to Sri Vamadeva Shastri.

The Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi has been a great
support by purchasing a hundred copies of all the volumes
published so far. We are truly grateful to the authorities of Rashtriya
Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi for facilitating the project by lending
such generous support.

I am grateful to all the well-wishers who have contributed immensely
to the Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni Project, Puducherry. | am
also grateful to the authorities of Sri Aurobindo Society,
Pondicherry, for extending us the necessary help needed for bringing
out this volume.

Sampadananda Mishra

Janmashtami, 1st Septemebr, 2010
Puducherry
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KavyakaNTHA GANAPATI MuNI

AN INTRODUCTION To His Lire AND WORKS

Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni (1878-1936) belongs to
the rare race of intellectual and spiritual giants who crowded into
the narrow corridors of the last quarter of 19" and first four decades
of the 20" century to endow life, letters and all endevours with
meaning, purpose and altitude. He was a valiant soldier in the
cause of Truth and Divinity. For communing with the Divine,
certainly he was well-endowed, gifted as he was with marvellous
powers of mind, intellect and soul. Even highly learned people of
our time wonder at his indubitable versatile genius, keenness of
perception and understanding of our modern problems, though he
had never been to school all his life. His powers of intellect and
intuition had solved and untied many mystic knots. His wide schol-
arship and studies in religious lore harmonized in him all religions
and schools of philosophy. He was a master of metaphysics and
his gift transported him into regions whence he could see the entire
manifestation. In fact, he belonged to the order of the Rig Vedic
seers who were gods among men.

The Muni’s life story is sweet and all-absorbing and has been
beautifully rendered in the famous biography Vasistha Vaibhavam
by his foremost disciple, Sri Kapali Sastriar. Ganapati Muni was
born in Kalavarayi near Bobbili in Andhra Pradesh on 17"
November1878. He belonged to a family of Sri Vidya initiates (in
vasistha gotram), which had actually migrated from a village near
Kumbakonam in Tamil Nadu in the late 16" or early 17" century
(later the family was well-known as the “Ayyalasomayajulu”



family). His parents, Narasimha Sastry and Narasamamba, had
three sons, Ganapati being the middle one. Nearly a year before
his birth, on the holy day of rathasaptam/, his mother had been
to the famous surya (Sun) temple at Arasavalli (near Srikakulam
in Andhra Pradesh) to offer her prayers and worship. She stayed
overnight in the temple after the traditional worship to the Lord. In
the next early morning she had a dream in which a beautiful woman
with golden divine radiance emerged from the corridors of the
temple, approached her with a shining pot of fire and giving it in
her hands vanished. To her utter astonishment, the moment the
fire pitcher came into contact with her, it entered her womb and
assumed the form of a child. Soon after her return to home from
Arasavalli, she showed signs of pregnancy. She believed that her
child was a divine gift of God agni (fire). While she was waiting to
deliver the child, her hushand, Narasimha Sastry, had gone to the
holy city of Kashi (Benares in Uttar Pradesh) in November 1878,
where he also had a unique experience. When he was performing
tapas in the zhund-gasapati temple (near Visweswara Ghat) he
had the vision of a little child emanating from the Deity and coming
near him. After these wonderful experiences by both parents,
Ganapati was born in the parental home of his mother on 17"
November 1878. The father appropriately named his second son
Ganapati, rooted in his conviction that the child was an emanation
of God Ganapati himself. It may be noted that the Vedic deity
agni (Fire) is none other than garapati described in the puranas
and worshipped in the tantras. Ganapati himself was conscious
of his divinity. He has expressed this in his most famous poem
Umasahasram and has said that he was born as an amsa (portion)
of God Ganapati. He has also expressed his conviction about the
identity between him and God Ganapati, the guiding spirit of his
corporeal existence, in his work Herambopasthanam (Glory of
Ganapati).
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Ganapati was educated entirely at home. His father, Narasimha
Sastry, like his ancestors, was an expert and well-versed in mantra
sastra, astrology and zyurveda. With this traditional family
background, proficiency in these subjects came naturally to
Ganapati. When he was only 10 years old, he was able to pre-
pare the paficarigam (almanac). He finished studying the classi-
cal Sanskrit poems and then devoted himself to the study of gram-
mar and poetics. At the same time he delved deep into the writ-
ings of Wasa and Valmiki. Again and again he read the
Mahabharata. His horizon widened and his intellect mellowed with
an ever-deepening perception. Like the ancient Rishis, Ganapati
wanted to experience immense strength and power by the prac-
tice of tapasya through mantra japa and meditation. Although
married at an early age to Srimati Vishalakshi, he started visiting
one sacred place after another for his tapas when he was 18
years old. He used to stay in one place for a few days or even
months. In one such visit to Bhubaneswar (in Orissa, where the
famous “Lingaraj” temple of Lord Siva is located), during his
tapas, Ganapati had a vision, in which Goddess lalitzmbika
(bhubanesvarz) appeared before him, offering divine nectar. As
Ganapati tasted this heavenly nectar, the Goddess watched him
with a sweet smile, full of grace. From then onwards, the sweet-
ness of the nectar became an integral part of him. After this inci-
dent, Ganapati’s intellect developed a rare sharpness and he at-
tained complete mastery over poetry. Indeed, the literary work
composed after this incident is endowed with a distinct sweetness
and grace.

When Ganapati was staying in Kashi, he came to know that an
assembly of scholars (harisabha) would be held in the famous
city of Nabadwipa in Bengal. On the advice of his friends he gota
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letter of introduction and went to Nabadwipa. There he excelled
in all the difficult tests that he was put to with an effortless ease
that stunned his examiners, who unanimously conferred the title
kavyakanrha (one who has poetry in his throat — voice of poetry)
on him forthwith. He was only 22 years old then (details are in
\olume 11).

Ganapati repaired to the south of the country in his 25" year.
From Kanchipuram he came to Arunachala (Thiruvannamalai) in
1903 to perform tapas. He visited twice Sri Brahmana Swamy
(who was later named as Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi by
Kavyakantha himself) before he accepted a teacher’s job at \ellore
in 1904. Later in 1907, he resigned his job at \ellore and returned
to Arunachala. It was at this stage that he sought and gained the
grace of Sri Brahmana Swamy (Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi).
An intellectual and spiritual giant who had high achievements to
his credit and a host of followers as well, Kavyakantha still felt
that his life’s purpose was not fulfilled. He remembered Brahmana
Swamy whom he had met earlier and approached him for his grace
and gain inner realization, peace and true import of tapas that he
still lacked. On 18.11.1907 Kavyakantha approached Brahmana
Swamy, who was staying in the Virupaksha cave, and prostrating
himself at his feet said in a trembling voice: “All that has to be
read | have read, even Vedanta Sastra | have fully under-
stood. I have performed japa and puja to my heart’s con-
tent. Yet | have not up to this time understood what tapas
is. Hence have | sought refuge at thy feet, pray enlighten
me about the nature of tapas.” For quite sometime Brahmana
Swamy gazed silently at Kavyakantha. He broke his 11 years of
long silence and spoke gently, “If one watches where his no-
tion of “I” springs, the mind will be absorbed into that.
That is tapas. If a mantra is repeated and attention is di-
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rected to the source where the mantra sound is produced,
the mind will be absorbed in that. That is tapas.” The scholar-
poet was filled with joy to have found his guru, and announced
that the upadesa (teaching) was original, and that Brahmana
Swamy was indeed a maharshi and should be called so thereaf-
ter. He gave the full name Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi to
Brahmana Swamy, whose original name was Venkataraman. Thus,
the meeting was of profound significance not only for Kavyakantha
but also for the world at large, which could learn from such a high
authority about the real stature of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi,
the Silent Sage of Arunachala. Following this momentous meet-
ing, Ganapati composed his great devotional poem,
Umasahasram, a thousand verses in praise of Uma, the Divine
Mother, as a part of his tapas in gratitude to the great Goddess
for having given him the Maharshi as his Guru (Master). This work
is the magnum opus of Sri Vasishtha Ganapati Muni.

The Muni had the unique experience of kapalabheda. In the sum-
mer of 1922 at the Mango cave of the Arunachala hills, the Muni
had several yogic experiences, arising from deeper parts of his
being and invading his physical consciousness (resulting in great
physical pain). During this, he visited his Master and told him of
his inner and physical experience. His most compassionate Master,
Sri Maharshi, comforted him by placing his lotus hands on his
head. On the very night, he had the experience of the culmination
of kundalinr sadhang, resulting in the most unique experience of
kapalabheda. His cranium was broken into two parts; a distinct
sound caused by the breaking arose from the passage, which joins
the two holes of the ears. A line of smoke going out of the head
was perceived there. The Muni later spoke to his disciples about
this yogic experience and that this has been mentioned in the sixth
chapter of the taittiriyopanisad, quoting vyapohya sirsakapale
Xi



bhirityagnau prati tiszhati (“having separated the two parts of
the cranium, he stands established in Fire as Bhuh, the earth
element”) and mentioned several great effects of the power of
yoga experienced at this time with their secrets. It is usually believed
that the physical effects of this great experience are such that the
body cannot sustain long following this event. However, in his case,
with the strength of his own tapasyzand the Grace of his most
compassionate Master, he lived for fourteen long years (although
he had to observe certain physical restrictions, such as that he
could not shave his head nor could put his bare feet on the ground)
after this experience. This event speaks volumes on the
extraordinary nature of his tapasya and the fact that he was perhaps
the greatest Master of tantra born on this earth. In fact, the final
revision of his magnum opus Umea-sahasram after this experi-
ence, remains, testimony not only to his supreme mastery over the
tantras but also his ability to find the reconciliation and concor-
dance between the Vedic, Upanishadic and the Tantric schools of
thoughts. The kapaabheda experience also reconfirms the con-
viction that he was the direct a»zsa (portion) of the Vedic deity
agni (who resides as the power of kundalinz in the muladhara
of human beings).

The poet seer Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni met Sri Aurobindo
on 15" August 1928. He stayed at the Sri Aurobindo Ashram for
abouta fortnight. During this stay at the Ashram, the Muni meditated
with The Mother a few times. After one such meditation, The
Mother expressed that the Muni was a real yogi who could plunge
into great depths the moment he started meditation and that she
had not so far found any person abiding in Her spiritual
consciousness as Ganapati Muni did. Further, at the instance of
Sri Kapali and Sri S. Doriswamy lyer, the Muni translated some
portions of Sri Aurobindo’s The Mother (matrtattvaprakasika)
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in chaste Sanskrit verses with some notes. On reading the Muni’s
translation, Sri Aurobindo seems to have very generously
observed, “It far excels the original.” It is also worth mentioning
that the Muni presented to Sri Aurobindo the last and final version
of his Umasaharam (written in his own handwriting after his ex-
perience of kapalabeheda) with specific notes on each chapter
before his meeting in 1928.

Itis more than six decades since the great Kavyakantha Ganapati
Muni passed away in 1936. He was a great tapasvz, whose one
aim in life was the restoration of Bharata Mata (Mother India) to
her ancient greatness. Unlike others who aim at liberation for them-
selves, this great soul believed that he must obtain the grace of
God not for himself but for the nation and through it for the better-
ment of the world. Towards that consummation he had done pen-
ance since his early years and this, too, very rigorously during the
last years of his life.

The Vedic seers were by no means recluses from the affairs of the
world. In fact, these Vedic seers made themselves the superior
vehicle through which the divine forces of heaven played for the
welfare of humanity. To become one such perfect instrument in
the hands of the Maha Shakti was the goal towards which Ganapati
worked and dedicated his entire life. Although the Muni was a
giant personality, he was very humble in his day-to-day life. This
can be proved by two incidents in his divine life. The Muni and his
beloved disciple, Daivarata, did tapas in Padaivedu near \Vellore
in the year 1917. As aresult of the tapas, certain Mantras were
revealed to his disciple Daivarata. Ganapati Muni, the guru,
recorded the Mantras as they came down from the lips of Daivarata,
his disciple. He even wrote a commentary on the Mantras, as
Sankara did for his disciple, Hastamalaka. There is yet another
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incident to which I would like to draw the attention of the readers.
The Muni was verily a fountain of love and affection for his pupils
and followers far and near. This did not deter the guru and sisya
from having a difference of opinion at times. The Muni blessed Sri
Kapali Sastriar and permitted him to follow Sri Aurobindo.

Ascholar poet, Sri Vasishta Ganapati Muni has many spiritual and
other writings in Sanskrit to his credit. Umasahasram, gdamdale,
ramazagia, ramazacatvarizisat and saddarsanam are a few
titles well-known among his disciples and others. But very little is
known about his other numerous Sanskrit writings, covering awide
variety of topics: praises and prayers to various deities (stotras),
poetic compositions (kavyas), philosophy (darsana), logic
(nyayasastra), medical science (ayurveda), astrology and
astronomy (jyotisasastra), commentaries (bhasya), novel
(akhyayika), letters (patrani) and other research works. His
versatility can also be judged from his writings samrajya-
nibandhanam (a proposed constitution for India) and
lalibhasopadesa (a new language for the Indian people). He was
spontaneous in composing all these either in verse form (slokas)
or in the form of aphorisms (sitras) or prose form (gadya). Nev-
ertheless, all these were the result of his tapas, an outpouring of
his soul in seeking or gratitude to the Divine.

Of his stotrakavyas, umasahasram, indrazisaptasati,
praczdacarndtrisatzand gtamalz are meant for those longing
for a great spiritual realisation. The indrasahashran4ma is a com-
position of thousand names of indra culled from the Rigveda,
which are strung into a garland of one hundred and eight verses.
The ramaracatvarizsat (40 verses in praise of Bhagavan
Sri Ramana Maharshi) is chanted daily both at the Sri Ramana
Ashramam and in innumerable homes of the devotees of
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Sri Ramana Maharshi. The Muni had an unique ability of render-
ing philosophical thoughts in the form of poetry (slokas), and his
writings visvamimamsa, ramanagita, saddarsanam and
tattvaghantasatakam remain in testimony to this. Ramanagita
is in the form of recordings of questions put forth by disciples and
the answers given by the Maharshi and is one of the most cher-
ished writings of the Muni. His saddarsanam is the Sanskrit ren-
dering of Sri Maharshi’s Tamil writing, ulladu narpadu (Forty
\erses on Reality) on which his beloved and learned disciple,
Sri T.V. Kapali Sastriar, has written a faithful commentary in
Sanskrit. This reflects the spirit of Sri Maharshi’s original teachings.

Of his vast and variety of szara writings, it would be difficult to
single out any one as more meritorious than the others.
Dasamahavidyasutram (the ten cosmic powers of the Divine
Mother as described in the tantras) is an outstanding composi-
tion, in which the Muni has described the ten cosmic aspects of
the Divine Mother and their significance. Here he has also brought
out the association of these ten cosmic aspects of the Mother
described in the Tantra with the corresponding Vedic deities.
Thereby, not only he has been able to bring forth a link between
the Vedas, Upanishads and Tantras, but also has been successful
in dispelling several wrong conceptions on the significance of these
deities. These compositions reflect Muni’s great powers of Yogic
perception. The way in which he has expounded the different dei-
ties such as kalr, tara, sundarz, bhuvanesvari, pracandacand,
etc., and correlates them to the Vedantic concepts has once for all
removed all antagonisms and has bridged the so-called gulf be-
tween the Vedantic and Tantric schools of philosophy. Rajayoga-
sarasutrais a short and concise exposition of the Upanishadic
methods of the inner quest. Caturvyuhasutra is a revelation of
the cosmic divinities wherein he has expounded the four important
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emanations of the Vedic deity Indra (akasa, kala, vidyut and
surya). Jaiminiyatarkavartikam is his own interpretation of the
sitras of Jaimini, where he has advocated that the Vedas are in-
deed pauruseyam (of human origin). Further, in this he has given
his own interpretation of the minéa»saphilosophy, placing iton a
higher pedestal in relation to Vedanta. His sabdapramaracarca
also discusses the origin of Vedas. Paficajanacarca and
vivahadharmasutram are related to social aspects. In the former
one the practice of “untouchability” is condemned with the au-
thority of sastras. In the latter he deals with marriage as a sacra-
ment. His other sutra writings also include cikitsanusasanam
(ayurveda) and ganaka-kanthabharanzam (astronomy) as well
as samrajya-nibhandhanam (a proposed constitution for India).

The prose writings of Vasishtha Ganapati Muni too are extensive
and these include: commentaries on several texts including Vedas
and Upanishads; study on the different characters of the great
epic poem Mahabharata; letters to Sri Ramana Maharshi, The
Mother of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, and others.

His commentaries on Rigvedic mantras and the zsopanisad, though
brief, are revealing and illumining. The Muni has given hisown original
spiritual interpretation of the mantras, and he was highly critical of
the ritualistic interpretation of Rigvedic mantras by Sayana. His
commentary on the zsopanisad is original and is in the light of the
teachings of Sri Ramana Maharshi. His bharata-caritramimamsa
IS unique as it establishes a link between some of the important
characters of the mahabharata and those mentioned in the Vedic
texts. ramanagita, saddarsana and the commentary on the
upadesasaram (thirty verses written by Sri Ramana Maharshi in
Sanskrit), are most popular writings of the Muni which reveal the
greatness of the teachings of Sri Ramana Maharshi.
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His novel, pirna, in Sanskrit, though unfinished, is unique in many
ways. The style and diction that the Muni used here make it an
unparalleled novel of his time. It not only depicts the ability of the
Muni to write beautifully and spontaneously in Sanskrit prose, but
it also records his power of expressing the feelings of the heart
and not just the logic of the mind.

In the letters of the Muni to Sri Maharshi and The Mother of the
Sri Aurobindo Ashram, one can find the art of letter-writing in
Sanskrit. Through these letters he was able to express lucidly his
deepest aspirations, concepts and thoughts.

However, itis difficult to summarise the thoughts, perceptions and
literary ability of the Muni. The Muni, indeed, was a versatile genius
and can be compared with Kalidasa and Shankara in poetic
renderings, with \Wasa in sitra writings and with Patanjali, Shabara
and Shankara in writing commentaries. The writings of the Muni
are not just some products of literary activities but are the records
of his unique Yogic experiences and subtle visions and will be a
guiding spiritand lamp for the centuries to come.

Late K. Natesan
Editor
Collected Works of Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni
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A Note on the Numbering System
used for the Indexing

Index to the Contents

Here the first digit refers to the Volume number of the Collected
Works, the second refers to the sequence in which it comes in that
volume (as given in the contents of the volume), and the third refers
to the page number/s.

Index to the Metres

Here the first digit refers to the Volume number of the Collected
Works, the second refers to the sequence in which it comes in that
volume (as given in the contents of the volume), and sometimes
one finds a third one in this index which refers to the sub-section.
The last digit/s refer to the verse number’/s.

Index to the Vedamantras

Here the digits on the left column refer to the book number, section
number and the verse number/s of Rigveda. For example: 10.2.3
means Rigveda tenth book, hymn two and mantra number three.
The digits on the right column refer to the volume number and
page number/s of the Collected Works.

Index to the Shlokas

Here the first digit refers to the volume number of the Collected
Works and the second digit refers to the page number/s.
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|| AIFAERTRUSTOTITTY: T=THTST ||
Vasisthakavyakanthaganapatimuneh Granthamala

Collected Works of Vasishtha Kavyakantha
Ganapati Muni

Contents of all Volumes

VOLUME 1

1.

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

1.6.

TSU-YETST stotragranthamala
The Book of Adoration (Part One)

CINRESSIIE

srigurustutis

TR

herambopasthanam
SHTERT
umatrisatr

SHRIdhH

N

umasatakam

SHIS&THTAT
uma’ksaramala

SHIHE & H

umasahasram

\erses in praise of the guru
lineage (5 verses)

\ferses praising the glory of
Ganesha (40 verses)

Three hundred names of
Goddess Uma (38 verses)

\erses in praise of Goddess
Uma (100 verses)

Verses extolling Goddess Uma
in Sanskrit alphabetical order
(50 verses)

Adoration of the Divine Mother
Uma (1000 verses)
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VOLUME 2

2.  TSURYHEIST stotragranthamala
The Book of Adoration (Part Two)

2.1,  ErRAEESSTA Verses in praise of
devistotramanijarr  Goddess Uma (118 verses)

22, ABqRg={Td®. Singing praise of Goddess
sritripurasunda- Tripurasundari (18 verses)
rigitam

2.3, AHATETIREH, Verses in praise of Amritamba —
amrtamba- the consort of Narasimha
paficaratnam (5 verses)

2.4, AregtraEfaior- Verses on the liberation of
HIhH Saunda-ryamba —the mother of
soundaryamba- Sri Ramana Maharshi
nirvanasarkam (6 verses)

2.5.  UTRINHY \erses on Renuka — the mother
renukasarkam of Parasurama (6 verses)

2.6. UTRIERT, Verses in praise of Goddess
renukasaptakam Renuka (7 verses)

2.7.  EIOlEHIC! Verses in praise of Goddess
indranisaptasatc Indrani —the consort of the

Vedic godhead Indra
(700 verses)
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2.8.

2.9.

YUSTUS ATl
pracandacandi-
trisatr

marngalagauri-
stotram

VOLUME 3

3.

3.1

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

\ferses in praise of
Chinnamasta — one of the ten
cosmic powers of the Divine
Mother (300 verses)

Benedictory verses in praise of
Goddess Gauri (8 verses)

TSU-YETST stotragranthamala
The Book of Adoration (Part Three)

ST
sriramana-
catvarimsat

INERGER:S

sivasatakam

IEESERSE

sivastavarajah

sivasaptati-
namastotram

S A&
indrasahasra-
namastotram

\erses in praise of Sri Ramana
Maharshi (40 verses)

\erses in praise of Shiva
(100 verses)

\erses in praise of Shiva
(72 verses)

Seventy names of Shiva
as mentioned in the Veda
(8 verses)

\erses having one thousand
names of Indra as mentioned in
the Rigveda (115 verses)
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3.6. TSUSH WUH Verses in praise of Indra
TRy, (100 verses)
indrasahasre

pathamam satakam

3.7. TUCH had- Verses extolling the graceful

Tsloh: look of Indra (24 verses)
indrasahasre
kataksastabakah

3.8. sfdwra: Verses in praise of Indra
indravimsatih (20 verses)

39. SHHHESH \ferses in praise of Indra
indrasaptakam (7 verses)

3.10. YUIATEhH Verses in praise of Vayu
pavanastakam (8 verses)

311,  SgfEuERds Verses in praise of
srinsimha Sri Narasimha (5 verses)
paficaratnam

3.12. SArTeSHAUER@H, Verses in praise of Sri
sriyogafjaneya- Yoganjaneya (5 verses)
paficaratnam

3.13. AReUHAMEG:  Versessinging the name of
tarakarama- Sri Rama (16 verses)

namastutii
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\erses on Sri Krishnain
Sanskrit alphabetical order
(50 verses)

\erses on Sri Rama (9 verses)

Garland of ten songs praising
different Vedic and other
godheads (225 verses)

\ferses praising Lord Shiva
(25 verses)

\erses praising Sri Ramana
Maharshi (4 verses)

TEU-YHTST  tattvagranthamala
The Book on Principles of Existence

3.14. FHOTERHATST
krsnaksaramala

3.15. EAar
ramagita

3.16. frdqHTST
gitamala

3.17. Rreriray
sivagritam

3.18. THURAH
ramanagitam

VOLUME 4

4.

4.1, EEEREEA!
sadacarabodhinz

4.2. OOEUIRIARY
tattvaghanta-
satakam

Code of conduct for human
beings (81 verses)

\erses on the principles of
existence composed extem-
pore in one hour as a part of an
ashtavadhanam (100 verses)
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4.3. *TAESTTH, A Tantra treatise on worship-
tantrahrdayam ping different aspects of the
Divine Mother (192 verses)
4.4. S ESEIICE Verses describing Sanskrit
aksaravalih syllables (alphabet) and their
corresponding deities
(21 verses)
45, AT Teachings of Sri Ramana
sriramanagita Maharshi (303 verses)
4.6. ?ﬁ:ﬁ:m\ Sanskrit rendering of an original
saddarsanam Tamil text “ulladu narpadu” of
Sri Ramana Maharshi
(44 verses)
4.7-9. *fagHmiar These three (4.7-9) deal with
visvamimamsa several spiritual and metaphysi-
cal aspects of the principles of
existence (679 verses)
4.10.  *ymigemEaH \ferses dealing with the Hindu
dharmanu- religious injunctions (39 verses)
sasanam

* Incomplete writings



WUIHIST  sutragranthamala
The Book of Aphorisms (Part One)

VOLUME 5

5.

5.1.  HETEREH,
mahavidyasutram

5.2. USTEANTHRET
rajayogasarasitram

53.  ISATEIEAT
indresvara
bhedasutram

5.4, IqATEH
caturvyuzhasutram

5.5.  TEHIHYIAH
rudrakurumba
sitram

56. gEEH
Ssrstisutram

5.7.  SHMEIE
isvaramimamsa

5.8. foramerfmemian

On the ten cosmic powers of
the Divine Mother
(705 aphorisms)

Essence of Rajayoga
(103 aphorisms)

Proclamation of the non-
difference between Indra and
Ishwara (37 aphorisms)

Four main aspects of the Indra
of the Rigveda (162 aphorisms)

Description of the family of
Rudra (42 aphorisms)

On Creation (33 aphorisms)

Description of the true nature
of Ishwara (65 aphorisms)

On the Divine power of action

kriyasaktimimamsa (24 aphorisms)
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5.9. fagrramygsy The essence of decisive truth
siddhantasara- principle (42 aphorisms)
Sutram

5.10. HANTHSIE: Amanual of spiritual science
manisasangrahas (120 aphorisms)

5.11. 31 ¥Mf~aqureremi - Determining the fruits of peace,
o TEquT austerity and knowledge
athasantitapobodhanarm (9 aphorisms)
phalaniruzpanam

5.12. THIATEATTH, Explanation of the Gayatri
gayatrivyakhyanam Mantra of Rishi Vishwamitra

(48 aphorisms)

5.13. ARTETEATH On Yoga (48 aphorisms)
yogavyakhyanam

5.14. HidreameAarTe On Sita — the consort of
sitavyakhyanam Sri Rama (51 aphorisms)

5.15. FETATATTH On Sri Krishna
krspavyakhyanam (75 aphorisms)

5.16. dwEmEIHEET  Abrief enquiry into the
tattvasamanya- principles of existence
mimamsa (20 aphorisms)

5.17. *acadmHiar The principles of existence
tattvamimamsa (245 aphorisms)



=

5.18.

5.19.

5.20.

5.21.

5.22.

5.23.

5.24.

5.25.

YHTOTIL&TT

pramanapariksa

FHATIYUETT

samavayapariksa

STATIETT

abhavapariksa

PESECEH

paficajanacarca

HIEPEREBLIEH
gotrapravara-
nirnayah

[EEIRCEEC R
vivahadharma-
Sutram

NEPEIUES

sabdapramanacarca

SfrrraehaTtasry

jaiminzyatarka-
vartikam

Explaining Pramana, a meansto
attain Prama or a certain
Knowledge (50 aphorisms)

Explaining Samavaya or the
perpetual co-inherence that lies
between a substance and its
qualities (14 aphorisms)

Explaining Abhava or non-
existence, one of the six
pramanas of the Vedanta
philosophy (40aphorisms)

On untouchability
(89 aphorisms)

Determination of the family sub-
divisions (200 aphorisms)

On Hindu laws and custom of
marriage (151 aphorisms)

An enquiry into the authority of
Vedas (166 aphorisms)

Anew interpretation of
the aphorisms of Jaimini
(348 aphorisms)
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5.26. USIHHHET On five kinds of people
paficamamimamsa (130 aphorisms)
5.27. TeAHIST On Metaphysics
darsanamala (121 aphorisms)
5.28. TOTIfARIH Spiritual thoughts of Ganapati
ganapatidarsanam  Muni (95 aphorisms)
5.29. *viftheei=ae, On the dynamic aspect of the
saktidarsanam Divine (109 aphorisms)
5.30. HHTSAeETH Anew constitution for India
samrajya (560 aphorisms)
nibandhanam
VOLUME 6

6. FEFUYHTST siaragranthamala
The Book of Aphorisms (Part Two)

6.1-16.

6.17.

*fagHmrar An encyclopedic work on all
visvamimamsa aspects of the Hindu religion
(1640 aphorisms)

AT LTEEM0T  Instructions on the principles of
tattvanusasana-  existence (18 aphorisms)
sutrani

6.18-26 *LHTIIMHTH Instructions on Dharma

dharmanu- (839 aphorisms)
sasanam
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6.27-28 *TadTHIHET On Vedic deties
devatamimamsa (162 aphorisms)

6.29. RSB | Doctrine of Ganapati Muni

vasisthadarsanam (45 aphorisms)

6.30.  *wafefeeER On the doctrine of direct

sarvartha- perception (77 aphorisms)
darsanam

6.31.  *ewfqemaEnedy=T Onthe firsthymn of the
adisastratha- Rigveda (70 aphorisms)
sutram

6.32.  *arfygerEgATUT - On sexual love as understood
vasisthakama by Ganapati Muni
sutrani (89 aphorisms)

6.33.  *HeEIdRT On the authenticity of Vedic
mahavartikam texts (94 aphorisms)

VOLUME 7

7. AUYYHTST  bhasyagranthamala
The Book of Commentaries

7.1. S PRI Atribute to Rigveda
mulagrantha-
prasamsa
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7.2. FIaTarThn-  Necessity for a fresh and new
FEEHYTH interpretation of the Rigveda
nutanabhasyakarana-
vasarakathanam

7.3-5.  *HIAQHTHY, Introduction to acommentary
rgvedabhasyam  onthe Rigveda

7.6. *afededmi@r - Onthe Rigveda

adivedamimamsa

7.7. *FAcOA¥El Rigveda—an introduction
rgvedavimarsinz

7.8.  FiocE=ErIH Explanation of some of the
rgvedamantra- hymns of the 1%, 2"@and 7t
bhasyam mandala of Rigveda

7.9. * o gHeTT- On word-meaning relationship
TLHH_ 3T&THHTOT
visvamimamsa-
prathamamaksara-
prakaranam

7.10.  *Tgamee fgdd Second chapter on Vedic
EEauty godheads

devatakande dvitiyam
prakaranam
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7.11.

7.12.

7.13.

7.14.

7.15.

7.16.

7.17.

7.18.

*Tg@ewd-  Commentary on thousand
ATSTH names of Indra

N

aindrasahasra-
namabhasyam

SffeEaTT. Commentary on the aphorisms
jaiminzyasutra- ~ of Jaimini
bhasyam

SUMAEEHTY. Commentary on Ishopanishad

1sopanisadbhasyam

Wﬂm Commentary on Upadeshasara

upadesasarabhasyam of Sri Ramana Mabharshi
TEHAHTTH_ Commentary on Gurumantra
gurumantrabhasyam

3T Fa@r fasa™:  Four emanations of Agni

agneh catasro

vibhitayah

ECHRENELY Acommentary on the
SRR doctrine of Daivarata,
daivarata- adisciple of Sri Ganapati Muni
darsanam

anvayabhasyam

*HTqcayeRIiTeRT A Sanskrit rendering of two
matrtattva- chapters of Sri Aurobindo’s
prakasika The Mother
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7.19. *TYRRHMEET Anote on the Brahmasutra-
feoqufy bhashya of Adi Sankara
sarrrakamimamsa-
fippani

7.20.  *ofceueHmat:  Meanings of Vedic words
vaidikapadanam
arthah

VOLUME8

8.  SISHITTI-SHIST
ayurvedajyotisagranthamala
The Book of Ayurveda and Astrology

8.1. TafercargemeTa. Instructions on medical

cikitsanusasanam treatment (384 aphorisms)
8.2. UTUTATSUTR Atreatise on the maintenance of
pranatosanam a healthy life (108 verses)
8.3. g viaase: Atreatise on Astrology
horanirnaya- (81 verses)
sangrahah
8.4, WISII=BIhHI Merits and demerits of the
sodasaslokr planetary positions (16 verses)
8.5. Trvraheaigen Awork on Keraliya Astrology
tribhavaphala- dealing with Ayu — life-span,
candrika Kalatra — wife, Putra—son

(89 verses)
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8.6. TUThehUSTHIUTH, On movements of the planets
ganakakantha-
bharanam
VOLUME9

9. *YRAUREHMMET  bharatacaritramimamsa
A Treatise on the Mahabharata

VOLUME 10

10. *quif pirna

Purna — A Novel

VOLUME 11

11. YehIvieRH prakirnakam

Miscellaneous Writings

11.1. TUMfagA: 9T Letters of Ganapati Muni
ganapatimuneh

patrani

11.2. AIgIU-hIHARUS: Ganapati Muni recieving
navadvipa-kavya- ‘Kavyakantha’title
kanthah

11.3. UTEdTfaeRu= Collection of stray verses
prastavikapadyani
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11.4. ghACHHAR: Dialogue between Sukanya
sukanyadasra- and Ashwinideva from

samvadah Mahabharata

11.5. UroSaYTUEErHa: - Extempore verses on the origin
pandavadharta- of the Pandavas and Kauravas
rastrasambhavah

11.6. *yiEw 3fagm: History of Bhrigu lineage
bhrguvamsa
itihasah

11.7. SSaTICI: A proposed new language
lalibhasopadesah

11.8. sSaUIm Other texts
itaragranthah

VOLUME 12

12. RACTT  anukramani

Index
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INDEX TO THE CONTENTS OF ALL VOLUMES

FreEfe: akfiaravaliu 4.4,54-56
3T =aEl @ agned catasro vibhitayad 7.16,235-240
3191 wfraareTal wo eI atha ¢antitapobodhanaa
phalanirupaéam 511,113
sraTeade abhavaparekia 5.20, 166-169
arETTEdd. amatambapaTcaratnam 2.3,18
stfeagHmEr adivedamémadsa 7.6,44-54
smfeemenegE adicastrarthasttram 6.31,240-241
3awEAn: itaragranthad 11.8, 141-179
TsAmHEE indranamanirvacanam 7.10,162-176
gsfawfa: indraviagatiu 3.8,77-79
ssHaehH indrasaptakam 3.9,80-81
ssgeEdHEISH indrasahasrandmastotram 35,3357
sToHed harrkasishy  indrasahasre kajékiiastabakau 37,7476
ssHed U¥H vaehd indrasahasre prathamaa catakam
3.6,58-73
soiEEel indraéésaptacaté 2.7,22-98
TAUISYEH indregvarabhedasitram 5.3,67-69

Seimfwgarsry. écopanifiadbhafyam 7.13,197-204
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AWM égvaramémaasa
IugTrERaTTH upadecasdrabhafyam
IHTSeTATST umakiaramala

SHIBIRTAT umatricaté

IURTIRY. uméacatakam

EeEH umasahasram

SeRTRERRATT T& udahatadgvedamantragad siict
Fraeurs (?) agvedabhéafiyam (1)
FraeursH () dgvedabhafyam (2)
FraeuTH (3) dgvedabhafiyam (3)
FragH=TH agvedamantrabhafyam
FrasfemfdET dgvedavimarging
THeEAmaTH, aindrasahasranamabhaiyam
FurreEs - kaiéavyakhyanam
forametraaTET kriyacaktimémaasa
TUTehehU3T9RUTH. gaéakakaéihabharaéam
TUNfaeeE. gaéapatidarcanam
TUMTaEA: IIfT gaéapatimunel patragi
TREEATEAH gayatrévyakhyanam
MrawreT gétamala

TEH=TH. gurumantrabhaiyam
TemeRfAi: gotrapravaraniréayadl
TJqe@™  caturvyihasttram
fafereargema= cikitsdnugasanam

5.7,90-95
7.14,205-217
1.5,30-35
1.3,8-13
1.4,14-29
1.6,36-182
9.194-223
7.3,5-23
7.4,24-36
7.5,37-43
7.8,61-155
7.7,55-60
7.11,177-182
5.15,126-131
5.8,96-98
8.6, 80-105
5.28,294-302
11.11-33
5.12,114-117
3.16,98-124
7.15,218-234
5.22,178-203
5.4,70-83
8.1,1-36
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Sfgradearfassy_jaiminéyatarkavartikam 5.25, 234-267
STy jaiminéyasutrabhaiyam 7.12,183-196
dqeaEvereTaehy tattvaghaétidcatakam 4.2,11-22
derETE tattvamémaasa 5.17,137-158
TEEMEEEET tattvasamanyamémaasa 5.16,132-136
TR tattvanucasanasitraéi 6.17,134-135
T=Eedd tantrahadayam 4.3,23-53
Frarewreafsen tribhavaphalacandrika 8.5,67-79
e darcanamala 5.27,283-293
TearEmEEr () devatamémaasa (1) 6.27,215-223
TaammEET () devatamémadsa (2) 6.28, 224-228
A= devéstotramatijare 2.1,1-15
Teraeyiy daivaratadarcanam 7.17,241-263
gagemETH._ dharmanucdasanam 4.10,213-217
gAITEH (2) dharmanucasanam (1) 6.18,136-152
gafgemETy, (k) dharmanucasanam(2) 6.19,153-181
gafgemE=T (3)  dharmanucasanam(3) 6.20,182-195
gAY (¥)  dharmanucéasanam(4) 6.21,196-198
g (4 dharmanucasanam(s) 6.22,199-202
gfgemE=T, (8) dharmanugasanam(6) 6.23,203-205
gagemEH () dharmanucéasanam(7) 6.24, 206-207
AT (¢) dharméanucasanam(8) 6.25, 208-210
gARTEEH (]) dharmanugasanam(9) 6.26,211-214
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JaguehreEeRve: navadvépakavyakaéihau

11.2,34-40

AR EER YA nutanabhéafyakaraédvasarakathanam

TFSFEEipaTcajanacarca

TFHHHIET paTcamamémaasa

UegEEERE: pagéoavadhartaraiirasambhavat

quit plréa

Y|l 9T prathamo bhagau

fgadran 9T dvitéyo bhagad
YHUSIUSILNTAl pracaéoacaéostricaté
yHTOTdET pramaéaparékiia
IOt praéatofiaéam
yrETtaeRuEn prastavikapadyani
ARaAfEHEET bharatacaritramémaasa
JEifaeT®: bhdguvaacetihasad
TFoiIy, maigalagauréstotram
THEETE: manéfidsaigrahau
wEraTidehd, mahavartikam
weTfa=me=y, mahavidyasttram
HIqdwagehI¥ehT matatattvaprakacika
qeu-aysE milagranthapracaasa
AN yogavyakhyanam
IR, ramaéagétam
TSENTEEAH. rajayogasarasiitram

7.2,2-4
5.21,170-177
5.26, 268-282
11.557-61

10.1,1-133
10.2,134-239
2.8,99-131
5.18,159-163
8.2,37-51
11.341-48
9.1-193
11.6,62-112
2.9,132
5.10,103-112
6.33,250-257
5.1,1-57
7.18,264-278
71,1
5.13,118-121
3.18,128
5.2,58-66
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THEAET ramagéta 3.15,96-97
Toh g rudrakujumbasutram 5.5,84-86
YRR reéukdaiatkam 25,20
YoreRTEEeRY, reéukasaptakam 2.6,21
wifeuarmee: lalibhafopadecad 11.7,113-140
afggeRraEET vasifithakamasutraéi 6.32, 242-249
aifameei=H vasifithadarcanam 6.29, 229-232
faameeregE® vivahadharmasttram 5.23,204-217
forgdmrET vigvamémaasa 7.9,156-161

farareHET () vigvamémaasa (1)
forgrermiET () vigvamémaasa (2)
forgrermrET (3) vigvamémaasa (3)
foreddmEr () vigvamémaasa (4)
forgdmrEr (W vigvamémaasa (5)

fagemian (5)
forremiaT ()
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